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GENESIS 47:28-50:26 

Parashat Vayechi / ָּיחִיְוַ תשַׁרָפ

In this week’s guide… 

COMMENTARY: join Rabbi Jason in his examination of a vital Messianic prophecy 
that many people don’t even know exists! This deep dive unpacks the prophetic 
connections between Jacob’s final blessing and the political climate leading up to the 
time of the Messiah (and after!). This is a perfectly-timed article for those still 
celebrating the Twelve Days of Christmas..........................................................................  

NEW TESTAMENT TIE-IN: explore the implications of Bible translation. At the 
outset of this week’s parsha, we’re allowed to eaves drop on a very profound and 
meaningful conversation between the (dying!) patriarch Jacob and his beloved son, 
Joseph. Jacob’s concern about the handling of his remains concludes with an odd 
comment that might be skimmed over. Uncover the significance of a staff in the Ancient 
Near East, its appearance in the New Testament, and its application for our lives today... 

HEBREW WORD STUDY: learn the deeper meaning of evil, well, the Hebrew word 
that’s translated as “evil” in our English Bibles. Like “good,” this terminology has a 
broad range of meaning and is vulnerable to a lot of subjective interpretation. This study 
sets out to bring some clarity and understanding to a crucial concept!............................... 

OVERVIEW 

This week we reach the conclusion of Genesis with Vayechi (Hebrew for “and he 
lived”). This parsha opens by framing Jacob’s time in Egypt in the larger context of his 
entire life. These final chapters are filled with the Patriarch’s final words—first to his 
grandsons (whom he adopts) and then WR those who would form the Twelve Tribes of 
Israel. One of the most well-known and powerful lines in all of Scripture appears 
towards the end of Vayechi, “you meant evil against me; but God meant it for 
good” (Gen 50:20 NKJV). 
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FUSION GLOBAL WITH RABBI JASON 
Weekly Torah Portion – Parashat Vayechi / ָּיחִיְוַ תשַׁרָפ

 Genesis 47:28-50:26 

COMMENTARY 
by Rabbi Jason Sobel 

,Q�*HQHVLV�4������ZH�UHDG��
³7KH�VFHSWHU�ZLOO�QRW�GHSDUW�IURP�-XGDK��
1RU�WKH�UXOHU¶V�VWDII�IURP�EHWZHHQ�KLV�IHHW��
8QWLO�6KLORK�FRPHV��
$QG�WR�KLP�shall be�WKH�REHGLHQFH�RI�WKH�SHRSOHV�´��NASB��

7KH�VHFRQG�NH\�ZRUG�LV�umechokek�(ק ��XVXDOO\�WUDQVODWHG�DV�³WKH�UXOHU¶V�VWDII´�EXW�LV(וּמְחקֵֹ֖
EHVW�LQWHUSUHWHG�DV�³WKH�MXGJH¶V�VWDII´�RU�³ODZJLYHU¶V�VWDII�´�:KHQ�D�NLQJ�VDW�RQ�KLV�WKURQH��
KH�ZDV�H[HUFLVLQJ�ERWK�SROLWLFDO�SRZHU�DQG�MXGLFLDO�DXWKRULW\��,W�ZDV�FRPPRQ�SUDFWLFH�IRU�
D�NLQJ�WR�UHVW�KLV�MXGJH¶V�VWDII�RQ�KLV�NQHH��7RGD\�WKLV�ZRXOG�EH�DQDORJRXV�WR�WKH�MXGJH¶V�
JDYHO��

7KH� WKLUG� NH\� WHUP� LV� 6KLORK�� DV� LQ� ³XQWLO� 6KLORK� FRPHV´� �*HQHVLV� 4������� 7KH� -HZLVK�
FRPPHQWDWRUV�DQG�UDEELV�XQGHUVWDQG�WKLV�DV�D�UHIHUHQFH�WR�WKH�0HVVLDK��)RU�H[DPSOH��

7KH�WUDQVPLVVLRQ�RI�GRPLQLRQ�VKDOO�QRW�FHDVH�IURP�WKH�KRXVH�RI�-XGDK��QRU�WKH�
VFULEH�IURP�KLV�FKLOGUHQ¶V�FKLOGUHQ��IRUHYHU��until Messiah comes�i��

³6KLORK´�FOHDUO\�UHIHUV�WR�WKH�0HVVLDK�EXW�FDQ�DOVR�EH�LQWHUSUHWHG�DV�³WKH�RQH�WR�ZKRP�LW�
EHORQJV�´�DV�LQ�WKH�SRZHU�DQG�DXWKRULW\�RI�NLQJVKLS�JLYHQ�WR�WKH�0HVVLDK��/HW�PH�
SDUDSKUDVH�*HQHVLV�4�����WR�SURYLGH�D�FOHDUHU�XQGHUVWDQGLQJ��Tribal identity and 
judicial authority will not cease from Judah until the Messiah, the one to whom 
these legitimately belong, comes. And people from every nation will acknowledge 
and obey Him as King.ii��

*HQHVLV�4���±���LV�RQH�RI�WKH�%LEOH¶V�PRVW�VLJQLILFDQW�PHVVLDQLF�SURSKHFLHV��7KHVH�YHUVHV�FRQWDLQ�WKH�6KLORK�SURSKHF\��
ZKLFK�SURYLGHV�LQVLJKW�LQWR�WKH�OLQHDJH�RI�WKH�SURPLVHG�PHVVLDQLF�6HHG��VRPH�RI�WKH�NH\�VLJQV�WKDW�ZLOO�DFFRPSDQ\�WKH�
/RUG¶V�DQRLQWHG��DQG�WKH�WLPH�IUDPH�IRU�WKH�FRPLQJ�RI�WKH�0HVVLDK��2Q�KLV�GHDWKEHG��-DFRE�JDWKHUHG�DOO�KLV�VRQV�WR�EOHVV�
WKHP�DQG�WR�UHYHDO�WR�WKHP�ZKDW�ZRXOG�EHIDOO�³LQ�WKH�ODVW�GD\V´��cf��*HQHVLV�4�������

$IWHU�-DFRE�DVVHPEOHG�KLV�VRQV��KH�EHJDQ�WR�SURSKHV\�RYHU�HDFK�RI�WKHP��:KHQ�LW�FDPH�WLPH�WR�EOHVV�KLV�VRQ�-XGDK��-DFRE�
JDYH�D�VHPLQDO�SURSKHF\�DERXW�WKH�0HVVLDK�DV�ZH�UHDG�LQ�WKH�RSHQLQJ�YHUVH��7KLV�XQXVXDO�SURSKHF\�KDV�VHYHUDO�NH\�ZRUGV�
WKDW�QHHG�WR�EH�GHILQHG�WR�XQGHUVWDQG�LW�DFFXUDWHO\��7KH�ILUVW�WHUP��shevet��LV�XVXDOO\�WUDQVODWHG�DV�³VFHSWHU�´�,Q�+HEUHZ��LW�
PHDQV�³WULEH´�DQG�LV�EHVW�WUDQVODWHG�DV�³WULEDO�URG�´�(DFK�RI�WKH�OHDGHUV�RI�WKH�WZHOYH�WULEHV�KDG�D�WULEDO�URG�WKDW�
UHSUHVHQWHG�WULEDO�LGHQWLW\�DQG�OHDGHUVKLS��7KLV�SURSKHF\�WHOOV�XV�VRPHWKLQJ�LPSRUWDQW�DERXW�WKH�LGHQWLW\�RI�WKH�SURPLVHG�
6HHG�RI�WKH�ZRPDQ�ZKR�ZLOO�GHIHDW�WKH�VHUSHQW��cf��*HQHVLV��������+H�ZLOO�EH�D�.LQJ�IURP�WKH�WULEH�RI�-XGDK��

Senufo scepter – Ivory Coast (late 19th c.)
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2QH�RI�WKH�DPD]LQJ�P\VWHULHV�UHYHDOHG�E\�LQWHUSUHWLQJ�*HQHVLV�4�����LQ�WKLV�PDQQHU�LV�WKDW�LW�SURYLGHV�WKH�WLPH�IUDPH�
IRU�WKH�)LUVW�&RPLQJ�RI�WKH�0HVVLDK��7KLV�YHUVH�SURSKHWLFDOO\�GLVFORVHV�WKDW�-XGDK�ZLOO�QRW�ORVH�MXGLFLDO�DXWKRULW\�DQG�
WULEDO�LGHQWLW\�XQWLO�WKH�0HVVLDK�DUULYHV��,W�DSSHDUV�WKDW�-XGDK�ORVW�MXGLFLDO�DXWKRULW\�VRPHWLPH�EHWZHHQ���%�&��DQG�$�'��
��� %DVHG�XSRQ�UDEELQLF�XQGHUVWDQGLQJ��WKH�0HVVLDK�KDG�WR�FRPH�EHWZHHQ�$�'�����$'²ZKLFK�LV�IRUW\�\HDUV�EHIRUH�WKH
GHVWUXFWLRQ�RI�WKH�WHPSOH��WKH�H[DFW�WLPH�-HVXV¶�PLQLVWU\�EHJDQ²DQG�$�'������ZKLFK�LV�ZKHQ�WKH�RIILFLDO�JHQHDORJLFDO
UHFRUGV�ZHUH�GHVWUR\HG��WULEDO�DXWKRULW\�ZDV�ORVW��DQG�WKH�-HZLVK�SHRSOH�ZHUH�H[LOHG�

%XW�WKHUH¶V�PRUH��$QRWKHU�ZD\�WR�LQWHUSUHW�6KLORK�LV�EDVHG�RQ�WKH�+HEUHZ�SKUDVH�³D�JLIW�XQWR�KLP´��shai lo���$V�WKH�
3VDOPLVW�ZURWH��³/HW�DOO�VXUURXQGLQJ�+LP�EULQJ�WULEXWH�>shai@�WR�WKH�2QH�WR�EH�IHDUHG´��3VDOP������E�/(%���7KLV�
LQWHUSUHWDWLRQ�VXJJHVWV�WKH�JLIWV�WKDW�NLQJV�DQG�ZRUOG�OHDGHUV�ZRXOG�RIIHU�DV�WULEXWH�WR�.LQJ�0HVVLDK��

³1DWLRQV�ZLOO�FRPH�WR�\RXU�OLJKW��
NLQJV�WR�WKH�EULOOLDQFH�RI�\RXU�ULVLQJ��
7KH�ZHDOWK�RI�QDWLRQV�ZLOO�FRPH�WR�\RX��
7KH\�ZLOO�EULQJ�JROG�DQG�IUDQNLQFHQVH��
DQG�SURFODLP�WKH�SUDLVHV�RI�ADONAI�´�±,VDLDK����������

$V�WKH�WLPH�RI�,VUDHO¶V�GHDWK�GUHZ�QHDU��KH�FDOOHG�IRU�KLV�VRQ�-RVHSK�DQG�VDLG�WR�KLP��³,I�,�
KDYH�IRXQG�IDYRU�LQ�\RXU�H\HV��SOHDVH�SXW�\RXU�KDQG�XQGHU�P\�WKLJK�DQG�VKRZ�PH�IDLWKIXO�
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7KLV�SURSKHF\��DV�ZHOO�DV�3VDOP��������ZDV�SDUWLDOO\�IXOILOOHG�ZKHQ�-HVXV�ZDV�
ERUQ�DQG�WKH�ZLVH�PHQ��NLQJV�IURP�WKH�(DVW�LQ�WKH�&KULVWLDQ�WUDGLWLRQ��FDPH�WR�
YLVLW�+LP�DQG�SUHVHQWHG�+LP�ZLWK�JLIWV�RI�JROG��IUDQNLQFHQVH��DQG�P\UUK�LQ�
UHFRJQLWLRQ�WKDW�Yeshua�ZDV�WKH�PHVVLDQLF�.LQJ�RI�,VUDHO��cf��0DWWKHZ��������
7KH�0HVVLDK��6RQ�RI�'DYLG�ZLOO�EH�PXFK�JUHDWHU�WKDQ�.LQJ�'DYLG��+LV�
DQFHVWRU��IRU�+H�ZLOO�QRW�MXVW�UXOH�RYHU�,VUDHO��EXW�DOO�WKH�QDWLRQV�RI�WKH�ZRUOG�
ZLOO�DFNQRZOHGJH�+LV�NLQJVKLS�DQG�ZLOO�VHUYH�KRQRU�+LP�ZLWK�WKHLU�ZHDOWK���

7KHVH�YHUVHV�IRUHVKDGRZ�Yeshua�0HVVLDK¶V�VHFRQG�FRPLQJ��+H�ZLOO�UHLJQ�DV�
WKH�VRYHUHLJQ�NLQJ�RI�WKH�XQLYHUVH��*HQHVLV�4����±���UHIHUV�WR�WKH�MXGJPHQW�
DQG�VDOYDWLRQ�RI�WKH�6HFRQG�&RPLQJ�RI�0HVVLDK��Yeshua��WKH�3ULQFH�RI�3HDFH��
ZLOO�UHLJQ�DV�.LQJ�RI�.LQJV�IRU�HYHU�DQG�HYHU��cf��5HYHODWLRQ����±�4����������

NEW TESTAMENT TIE-IN 
by Staff Contributor 

7KLV�ZHHN¶V�7RUDK�SRUWLRQ�EULQJV�-DFRE¶V�ORQJ�DQG�LOOXVWULRXV��LI�QRW�FRPSOLFDWHG��OLIH�WR�D�FRQFOXVLRQ��)URP�KLV�
FRQWHQWLRXV�UHODWLRQVKLS�ZLWK�(VDX�WR�WKH�GUDPD�RI�KLV�WZR�ZLYHV�WR�KLV�VXSHUQDWXUDO�HQFRXQWHUV��WKHUH�LV�PXFK�WR�EH�VDLG�
DERXW�WKH�OLIH�RI�WKLV�SDWULDUFK��<HW�dUDIWing the “Hall of Faith�”�WKH�ZULWHU�RI�+HEUHZV�VHOHFWHG�D�UDWKHU�REVFXUH�PRPHQW�
IURP�-DFRE¶V�ELRJUDSK\��³%\�IDLWK�-DFRE��DV�KH�ZDV�G\LQJ��EOHVVHG�HDFK�RI�WKH�VRQV�RI�-RVHSK��DQG�KH�ERZHG�LQ�ZRUVKLS�
ZKLOH�OHDQLQJ�RQ�WKH�WRS�RI�KLV�VWDII´��+HEUHZV����������

7KDW�YHUVH�LQ�+HEUHZV�OLQNV�EDFN�WR�D�YHUVH�DW�WKH�EHJLQQLQJ�RI�Parashat Vayechi��

NLQGQHVV��3OHDVH�GR�QRW�EXU\�PH�LQ�(J\SW��:KHQ�,�OLH�GRZQ�ZLWK�P\�IDWKHUV��\RX�PXVW�
FDUU\�PH�RXW�RI�(J\SW�DQG�EXU\�PH�LQ�WKHLU�EXULDO�SODFH�´�

6R�KH�VDLG��³,�P\VHOI�ZLOO�GR�DFFRUGLQJ�WR�\RXU�ZRUG�´�

³6ZHDU�WR�PH�´�KH�VDLG��6R�KH�VZRUH�WR�KLP��7KHQ�,VUDHO�ERZHG�GRZQ�LQ�ZRUVKLS�RQ�WKH�
KHDG�RI�KLV�VWDII��±*HQHVLV�4��������



'HSHQGLQJ�RQ�WKH�WUDQVODWLRQ�\RX�XVH��WKDW�ILQDO�SKUDVH²WKH�RQH�SLFNHG�XS�
LQ�+HEUHZV���²PLJKW�VD\�WKDW�-DFRE�ERZHG�KLV�KHDG�RQ�WKH�³KHDG�RI�KLV�
EHG´��H�J���(69��.-9��1/7��HW�DO���7UDQVODWLRQDO�GLVFUHSDQFLHV�OLNH�WKLV²�
³VWDII´�YV��³EHG´²DUH�FRPSOLFDWHG�IRU�WKRVH�RI�XV�ODFNLQJ�H[SHUWLVH�LQ�WKH�
%LEOH¶V�RULJLQDO�ODQJXDJHV�WR�VRUW�RXW��%XW�WKHUH�LV�VRPHWKLQJ��DVLGH�IURP�
+HEUHZV�����WR�EH�VDLG�IRU�WUDQVODWLQJ�WKLV�ZRUG�DV�VWDII��-DFRE�NQHZ�KH�ZDV�
FRPLQJ��QRW�MXVW�WR�WKH�HQG�RI�KLV�OLIH��EXW�KLV�³MRXUQH\�´�,W¶V�DOPRVW�DV�LI�
WZR�VWDIIV�VHUYH�DV�ERRNHQGV�IRU�,VUDHO¶V�VWRU\�LQ�(J\SW�

,Q�%LEOH�WLPHV��VKHSKHUGV�KDG�D�XQLTXH�ZD\�RI�GLVSOD\LQJ�WKHLU�WHVWLPRQ\��$V�SDUW�RI�WKHLU�SDVVDJH�WR�
PDQKRRG��HDFK�\RXQJ�VKHSKHUG�ZDV�JLYHQ�KLV�RZQ�VWDII��+H�XVHG�WKDW�VWDII�QRW�RQO\�WR�VKHSKHUG�VKHHS��
EXW�DOVR�WR�FKURQLFOH�WKH�YLFWRULHV�RI�KLV�OLIH��,W�EHFDPH�D�V\PERO�RI�KLV�WHVWLPRQ\�FDUULHG�LQ�KLV�KDQG��

%HJLQQLQJ�DW�WKH�ERWWRP�RI�WKH�VWDII��WKH�VKHSKHUG�PDGH�FDUYLQJV�WR�UHPLQG�KLP�RI�SLYRWDO�PRPHQWV�LQ�
KLV�OLIH��6KHSKHUGV�DUH�E\�QDWXUH�QRPDGLF��PRYLQJ�IURP�SODFH�WR�SODFH�LQ�VHDUFK�RI�SDVWXUH�ODQG��)RU�
DPXVHPHQW��WKH\�SDVVHG�WKH�WLPH�DW�QLJKW�WHOOLQJ�VWRULHV�DURXQG�WKH�ILUH��7KHLU�VWDIIV�EHFDPH�D�FHQWUDO�
SRLQW�IRU�WKHLU�FRQYHUVDWLRQV��3RLQWLQJ�WR�D�SDUWLFXODU�FDUYLQJ�RQ�DQRWKHU¶V�VWDII��WKH�VWDII¶V�RZQHU�
ZRXOG�EH�DVNHG�WR�WHOO�WKH�VWRU\�WR�ZKLFK�LW�UHODWHG��2YHU�DQG�RYHU�WKH�VKHSKHUGV�UHKHDUVHG�WKHLU�
VWUXJJOHV�DQG�YLFWRULHV��$OWKRXJK�DOZD\V�WUDYHOLQJ�DQG�ZLWK�VXUURXQGLQJV�DOZD\V�FKDQJLQJ��RQH¶V�
WHVWLPRQ\�UHPDLQHG�FRQVLVWHQW�DV�D�VWDELOL]LQJ�IRUFH�LQ�D�QRPDGLF�OLIH�LLL�

(QWHU�WKH�VFHQH�RI�*HQHVLV�4���,PDJLQH�WKDW�-DFRE��NQRZLQJ�WKDW�KLV�GD\V�ZHUH�DOPRVW�RYHU��MXVW�KDG�WKDW�FULWLFDOO\�
LPSRUWDQW�FRQYHUVDWLRQ�ZLWK�-RVHSK�DQG�WKHQ�JODQFHV�RYHU�DW�KLV�ZHOO�ZRUQ��JQDUOHG�VWDII��&DUYLQJV�RU�QRW��-DFRE¶V�PLQG�
�L�H���³KHDG´��PLJKW�KDYH�IORZQ�EDFN�WR�WKDW�GUHDG�PRPHQW�KH�SUHSDUHG�WR�PHHW�(VDX��,Q�KLV�GHVSHUDWH�SUD\HU��KH�VDLG��³,�
DP�XQZRUWK\�RI�DOO�WKH�ORYLQJNLQGQHVV�DQG�RI�DOO�WKH�IDLWKIXOQHVV�ZKLFK�<RX�KDYH�VKRZQ�WR�<RXU�VHUYDQW��IRU�with my 

&HQWXULHV�DIWHU�WKLV�VFHQH�ZH�UHDG�DERXW�LQ�Parashat Vayechi��WKH�³VWDII´�ZRXOG�FRPH�WR�SOD\�D�SURPLQHQW�UROH�LQ�,VUDHO¶V�
HYHQWXDO�OLEHUDWLRQ��7KH�VWDII�ZDV�KRZ�*RG�UHYHDOHG�WKH�authority�+H�YHVWHG�LQ�0RVHV�DQG�$DURQ��)URP�WKH�RSHQLQJ�
VFHQHV�LQ�ZKLFK�WKDW�URG�EHFDPH�D�GHYRXULQJ�VHUSHQW��cf. ([RGXV����������WR�WKH�OLIH�VDYLQJ�ZDWHU�WKDW�JXVKHG�IRUWK�
IURP�WKH�URFN�DW�0HULEDK��cf. ([RGXV����������WKH�VWDII�ZDV�TXLWH�OLWHUDOO\��LQVWUXPHQWDO��7KH�³EXGGLQJ´�RI�$DURQ¶V�URG�
�cf��1XPEHUV��������LV�WKH�PRVW�H[SOLFLW�ELEOLFDO�OLQN�EHWZHHQ�WKH�VWDII�DQG�DXWKRULW\���

7KHUH�LV�D�IDVFLQDWLQJ�GHWDLO�UHODWHG�WR�WKH�VWDII��testimony��$QFLHQW�VKHSKHUGV�ZRXOG�FDUYH�WKHLU�SHUVRQDO�KLVWRU\�LQ�
WKHP��0RUH�VSHFLILFDOO\��VKHSKHUGV��ZKR�XVHG�VWDIIV�DV�GHIHQVLYH�ZHDSRQV��ZRXOG�UHFRUG�WKHLU�YLFWRULRXV�HQFRXQWHUV�
ZLWK�SUHGDWRUV�RQ�WKHLU�VWDIIV��$V�RQH�ZULWHU�VXJJHVWHG��
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staff only�,�FURVVHG�WKLV�-RUGDQ��DQG�QRZ�,�KDYH�EHFRPH�WZR�
FRPSDQLHV´��*HQHVLV�������1$6%��emphasis added���:KDW�D�WHVWLPRQ\��

,Q�WKH�MRXUQH\�RI�OLIH��ZH�FDQ�HDVLO\�IHHO�RYHUZKHOPHG�DQG�
XQGHUHTXLSSHG��<HW�-DFRE¶V�ILQDO�PRPHQWV�UHPLQG�XV�WKDW�LI�ZH�ZDON�LQ�
*RG¶V�DXWKRULW\�DQG�DUH�PLQGIXO�RI�RXU�WHVWLPRQ\��LW¶V�HQRXJK��
6FULSWXUH�GHFODUHV�WKDW�ZH�RYHUFRPH�³E\�WKH�EORRG�RI�WKH�/DPE�DQG�E\�
WKH�ZRUG�RI�>RXU@�WHVWLPRQ\´��5HYHODWLRQ���������,Q�WKH�HQG��,VUDHO��L�H���
-DFRE��ZDV�D�PDQ�ZLWK�D�SURPLVH�DQG�D�VWDII��$QG�WKDW�ZDV�HQRXJK��,W�
KDG�DOZD\V�EHHQ�HQRXJK��7KLV�WUXWK�PDNHV�Yeshua’s�ZRUGV�LQ�WKH�
*RVSHO�HYHQ�PRUH�FRPSHOOLQJ��
³$QG�+H�VXPPRQHG�WKH�WZHOYH�DQG�EHJDQ�WR�VHQG�WKHP�RXW�LQ�SDLUV��
DQG�JDYH�WKHP�DXWKRULW\�RYHU�WKH�XQFOHDQ�VSLULWV��DQG�+H�LQVWUXFWHG�
WKHP�WKDW�WKH\�VKRXOG�WDNH�QRWKLQJ�IRU�WKHLU�MRXUQH\��H[FHSW�a mere 
staff´��0DUN�������1$6%��emphasis added���



HEBREW WORD STUDY: ra’ah (רָעָה) / “evil”
by Staff Contributor 

2YHU�WKH�PDQ\�FHQWXULHV��SHRSOH�IURP�DOO�ZDONV�RI�OLIH�KDYH�EHHQ�LQVSLUHG�
�DQG�D�ELW�VWXQQHG��E\�-RVHSK¶V�DGGUHVV�WR�KLV�EURWKHUV�IROORZLQJ�-DFRE¶V�
GHDWK��³<RX�\RXUVHOYHV�SODQQHG�HYLO�DJDLQVW�PH��*RG�SODQQHG�LW�IRU�
JRRG´��*HQHVLV���������2QH�FRXOG�DUJXH�WKDW�-RVHSK¶V�EURWKHUV�QRW�RQO\�
SODQQHG�HYLO��L�H���PXUGHU��EXW�FRPPLWWHG�HYLO�ZKHQ�WKH\�VROG�KLP�LQWR�
VODYHU\�DQG�GHFHLYHG�WKHLU�IDWKHU�LQWR�EHOLHYLQJ�KH�ZDV�GHDG��

:KDW�LV�WKH�+HEUHZ�ZRUG�ZH�UHDG�LQ�(QJOLVK�DV�³HYLO´"�Ra’ah�(ʤ ʕ̡ ʕy )��,WV�WUL�
FRQVRQDQWDO�URRW�LV��

• Raysh���������ʸ
• Ayin��������ʲ
• Hay�������ʤ

:H�ILQG�ra’ah�LQ�WKH�+HEUHZ�%LEOH�PRUH�WKDQ�����WLPHV��2QH�OH[LFRQ�GHILQHV�ra’ah�DV�³HYLO��ZLFNHGQHVV��GHSUDYLW\��
PLVIRUWXQH��GLVDVWHU�´LY�7KH�WHUP�ra’ah��LQ�LWV�QRXQ�IRUP��FDQ�EH�XQGHUVWRRG�LQ�VHYHUDO�EDVLF�FDWHJRULHV�RI�PHDQLQJ��

�� evil (behavior)�²�PRUDOO\�REMHFWLRQDEOH�EHKDYLRU��cf��+RVHD������
�� calamity (event)�²�DQ�HYHQW�UHVXOWLQJ�LQ�JUHDW�ORVV�DQG�PLVIRUWXQH��cf��-RQDK������
�� evil (harm)�²�WKDW�ZKLFK�FDXVHV�KDUP�RU�GHVWUXFWLRQ�RU�PLVIRUWXQH��cf��$PRV���4��
4� evil (quality)�²EHLQJ�PRUDOO\�ZURQJ�LQ�SULQFLSOH�RU�SUDFWLFH��cf��3VDOP�������
�� misery�²�D�VWDWH�RI�LOO�EHLQJ�GXH�WR�DIIOLFWLRQ�RU�PLVIRUWXQH��cf��-HUHPLDK�44�����
�� discomfort�²�WKH�VWDWH�RI�EHLQJ�WHQVH�DQG�IHHOLQJ�SDLQ��cf��(FFOHVLDVWHV��������Y

,Q�WKH�FDVH�RI�WKLV�ZHHN¶V�parsha��-RVHSK�PDNHV�LW�FOHDU�WKDW�KLV�EURWKHUV�LQWHQGHG�WR�HQJDJH�LQ�PRUDOO\�REMHFWLRQDEOH�
EHKDYLRU�WRZDUGV�KLP��2I�FRXUVH��WKH�IDFW�WKDW�WKLV�ra’ah ZDV�WKH�VFKHPLQJ�RI�KLV�EURWKHUV�RQO\�³DGGV�LQVXOW�WR�
LQMXU\´��DV�WKH�VD\LQJ�JRHV���$�VXUYH\�RI�VLPLODU�XVHV�RI�Ua’ah�LQ�6FULSWXUH�EHJLQV�ZLWK�RXU�YHU\�ILUVW�UHDGLQJ�LQ�
*HQHVLV��Parashat Beresheet���³7KHQ�ADONAI�VDZ�WKDW�WKH�wickedness�>ra’atת���� ��RI�KXPDQNLQG�ZDV�JUHDW�RQ�WKH@רָעַ֥
HDUWK��DQG�WKDW�HYHU\�LQFOLQDWLRQ�RI�WKH�WKRXJKWV�RI�WKHLU�KHDUW�ZDV�RQO\�HYLO�DOO�WKH�WLPH´��*HQHVLV�����emphasis 
added���7KHUH�DUH�WZR�LQGLVSXWDEOH�IDFWV�ZH�FDQ�LQIHU�IURP�WKLV�XVDJH�RI�ra’ah��)LUVWO\��HYLO�ZDV�SUHVHQW�DQG�DFWLYH�LQ�
WKH�HDUWK�ORQJ�EHIRUH�-RVHSK¶V�H[SHULHQFHV�ZLWK�KLV�EURWKHUV��6HFRQGO\��WKHUH�LV�D�VREHULQJ�SHUVLVWHQFH�WR�HYLO���
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Meeting Between Cambyses II and Psammetichus III by 
Adrien *uignet

7KH�SDVVDJH�LPPHGLDWHO\�IROORZLQJ�WKH�DERYH�WH[W�LV�Parashat 
Noach²WKH�VWRU\�RI�WKH�*UHDW�)ORRG��7KDW�JUHDW�PDQLIHVWDWLRQ�RI�
GLYLQH�ZUDWK�GLG�QRW�EULQJ�DQ�HQG�WR�ra’ah��D�FODLP�IRU�ZKLFK�
-RVHSK¶V�EURWKHUV�VHUYH�DV�³([KLELW�$�´�

7KHUH�LV�PXFK�WR�EH�VDLG�DERXW�HYLO��RI�FRXUVH��EXW�SHUKDSV�WKLV�
FRQWH[WXDO�DQDO\VLV�FDQ�HQFRXUDJH�XV�WRGD\��0DQ\�RI�XV�PD\�EH�
WHPSWHG�WR�ZDOORZ�LQ�VHOI�SLW\�ZKHQ�ZH�VXIIHU�DV�YLFWLPV�RI�HYLO��
7KH�VXONLQJ�FU\�RI��³:K\�PH��/RUG"´�PLJKW�VXJJHVW�WKDW�WKHUH�LV�
VRPHWKLQJ�XQLTXH�RU�GLVWLQFWLYH�DERXW�RXU�VXIIHULQJ��7KH�RSHQLQJ�
DQG�FORVLQJ�parashot�RI�*HQHVLV�UHPLQG�XV�WKDW�EHJLQQLQJ�ZLWK�
$GDP¶V�VLQ�LQ�*HQHVLV����ra’ah�LV�WKH�QRUP�IRU�KXPDQ�H[LVWHQFH��
QRW�WKH�H[FHSWLRQ��<HW�-RVHSK¶V�GHFODUDWLRQ�RIIHUV�XV�ODVWLQJ�KRSH��
*RG¶V�JRRG�LQWHQWLRQV�ZLOO�SUHYDLO�HYHU\�WLPH��
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NEXT WEEK’S READINGS: Parashat Shemot��� ʕ̋ʕyʔ̌ʺ�ʍ̌ʮˣʺ

TORAH� Sunday���([RGXV��������

Monday���([RGXV�����������

Tuesday���([RGXV���������

Wednesday���([RGXV��������

Thursday���([RGXV������4����

Friday���([RGXV�4�������

Saturday���([RGXV���������

Prophetic Reading (Haftarah):� ,VDLDK�������������������������

New Covenant Reading:�� � 0DWWKHZ��������

8QOHVV�RWKHUZLVH�QRWHG��DOO�ELEOLFDO�SDVVDJHV�UHIHUHQFHG�DUH�LQ�WKH�Tree of Life Version�

L�,Q�7DUJXP�2QNHORV�*HQHVLV��%URRNO\Q��0HWVXGDK�3XEOLFDWLRQV���������&KDSWHU�4���6HIDULD��DFFHVVHG�$XJXVW����
������KWWSV���ZZZ�VHIDULD�RUJ�2QNHORVB*HQHVLV�4�"ODQJ EL��
LL�,�DP�JUHDWO\�LQGHEWHG�WR�'U��0LFKDHO�5\GHOQLN�IRU�ILUVW�RSHQLQJ�P\�H\HV�WR�DVSHFWV�RI�WKLV�XQGHUVWDQGLQJ��
LLL�5LFN�&OHQGHQHQ��Mentoring from the Mountaintop��%HQWRQ��.<��5LFKDUG�'��&OHQGHQHQ���������������
LY�5LFN�%UDQQDQ��HG���Lexham Research Lexicon of the Hebrew Bible��/H[KDP�5HVHDUFK�/H[LFRQV��%HOOLQJKDP��:$��
/H[KDP�3UHVV���������
Y�,ELG��

THOUGHTS for REFLECTION 

Take some time this week to prayerfully consider and discuss with friends: 
§ In light of what you studied about the prophetic connections between the “Shiloh

prophecy” and the political phenomena in Israel prior to and following Yeshua’s life,
what does this suggest about the nature of Scripture? How does it inform your sense
of who God is and how He works?

§ Let’s take another look at this line from our New Testament Tie-in: “In the journey of
life, we can easily feel overwhelmed and underequipped.” This raises some
provocative thoughts as we enter 2024. Some may feel ill-equipped for the task at
hand. Jacob reminds us that if we have a staff (our testimony), it’s enough. On the
other hand, we might be thinking we totally prepared for success in the new year.
That’s not necessarily a bad thing, but our hope and confidence must rest in what
God has done.
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