
Jesus Appears to Two Travelers 
 
Here’s a full breakdown of MK 16:12-13 and LK 24:13-35 — the account of Jesus’ 
appearance to two travelers on the road to Emmaus. 
 

📖 Gospel Accounts 
Gospel Text Summary 

🟢 Mark 
16:12–13 

Jesus appears “in another form” to two disciples walking in the country. They go and tell 
the others, but the others do not believe. (A very compressed version, often seen as a 
summary.) 

🔴 Luke 
24:13–35 

Two disciples are traveling from Jerusalem to Emmaus (about 7 miles away). They are 
sad and confused about Jesus’ death and reports of the empty tomb. Jesus joins them, 
but they are prevented from recognizing Him. He explains the Scriptures concerning 
Himself, beginning with Moses and the Prophets. At dinner, when He breaks bread, their 
eyes are opened, and they recognize Him—then He vanishes. They immediately return 
to Jerusalem to tell the Eleven. 

 

🗺️ Historical & Geographical Context 
●​ Emmaus: A village about sixty stadia (7 miles/11 km) from Jerusalem. Likely “Emmaus 

Nicopolis,” though some traditions propose closer sites. The road itself symbolized a 
“leaving Jerusalem,” i.e., moving away from the center of God’s saving acts. 

●​ Two disciples: One is named Cleopas (Luke 24:18). Early Christian tradition sometimes 
identifies the other as his wife Mary (mentioned in John 19:25), though Luke leaves it open. 

●​ Timing: This happens on Resurrection Sunday afternoon, after the women saw the 
tomb empty that morning.​
 

🔎 Narrative Structure (Luke’s account) 
1.​ Journey (24:13–16) – Two disciples walk away from Jerusalem; Jesus joins them, 

unrecognized. 
2.​ Conversation (24:17–24) – They express disappointment, recounting Jesus’ death and rumors 

of the resurrection. 
3.​ Revelation through Scripture (24:25–27) – Jesus rebukes their slowness to believe and 

opens the Scriptures. 
4.​ Hospitality & Recognition (24:28–31) – At table, He breaks bread → their eyes are opened. 
5.​ Witness (24:32–35) – They reflect on their hearts burning, rush back to Jerusalem to share.​

 

🕎 Theological Themes 
●​ “In another form” (Mark 16:12): Suggests resurrection glory—Jesus is the same person but 

transformed (cf. Phil 3:21; 1 Cor 15:44). 
●​ Scripture Fulfillment: Jesus interprets the Law and Prophets as pointing to Himself (Isaiah 

53, Psalm 22, Deuteronomy 18, etc.). This is one of the most important passages showing 
Christ-centered hermeneutics. 

●​ Eyes closed / eyes opened: A theme of divine revelation—recognition is not intellectual only 
but granted by God. 

●​ Breaking of Bread: Echoes the Last Supper and anticipates the Eucharist/communion, 
where Christ is made known to believers. 

●​ Witness & Mission: They immediately return to Jerusalem to proclaim the 
resurrection—movement from despair → faith → mission.​
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⚖️ Comparison of Mark & Luke 
Element 🟢 Mark 16:12-13 🔴 Luke 24:13-35 

Setting “In the country” Road from Jerusalem to Emmaus 

Characters Two disciples, unnamed Two disciples (Cleopas + one) 

Detail Very brief summary Long, detailed narrative 

Recognition Jesus in “another form” Recognition delayed until breaking bread 

Response They tell others, not believed They return joyfully to Jerusalem to witness 

Purpose Compressed tradition Full theological teaching on resurrection, Scripture, 
and mission 

 
 

📜 Greek Word Study 
●​ ἑτέρᾳ μορφῇ (hetera morphē, “another form”) – Mark 16:12. Implies transformed 

appearance; not disguise but glorification. 
●​ διερμήνευεν (diermēneuen, “He explained/interpreted”) – Luke 24:27. Same root as 

“hermeneutics”; Jesus is the model interpreter of Scripture. 
●​ ἀνεῴχθησαν οἱ ὀφθαλμοί (aneōchthēsan hoi ophthalmoi, “their eyes were opened”) – 

Luke 24:31. Same verb used in Genesis 3:7 (eyes opened after eating). Now, instead of shame, 
their opened eyes bring recognition of salvation.​
 
 

✡️ Messianic & Old Testament Parallels 
●​ Genesis 18 – Abraham hosts three mysterious visitors; recognition comes in the meal. 
●​ Genesis 3:7 vs Luke 24:31 – Both “eyes opened” moments: one leads to sin’s awareness, 

the other to salvation’s recognition. 
●​ Exodus 16 & Manna – God revealed through bread in the wilderness. 
●​ Isaiah 25:6-9 – Prophecy of God’s banquet where death is swallowed up. 
●​ Psalm 16:10 – “You will not abandon my soul to Sheol”—a resurrection prophecy fulfilled.​

 

 
💡 Reflection 

●​ The road to Emmaus mirrors the journey from doubt to faith: 
○​ Despair (confusion about death) → 
○​ Instruction (Scriptures opened) → 
○​ Revelation (eyes opened in breaking bread) → 
○​ Mission (returning to testify). 

●​ It shows the Christian pattern of Word + Table + Witness, echoing the shape of worship. 
●​ Theologically, it teaches that Christ is recognized in both Scripture and 

Sacrament, and that His resurrection transforms sadness into joy and departure 
into return. 

 
 
 



Jesus Appears to Two Travelers 
 

 
“Emmaus” is one of those places where geography, history, and tradition all overlap, and 
scholars have wrestled with which Emmaus Luke meant in Luke 24:13. Let’s break it down. 
 

📍 Distances and Textual Clues 
●​ Luke says Emmaus was about sixty stadia (≈7 miles/11 km) from Jerusalem (Lk 24:13). 
●​ Some manuscripts read 160 stadia (≈18–20 miles/30 km), which would change the 

identification. The 60-stadia reading is stronger, but both were preserved.​
 

🗺️ Possible Locations 
1. Emmaus Nicopolis (Amwas) 

●​ About 18–20 miles west of Jerusalem. 
●​ Known from Josephus and Eusebius as an important town. 
●​ In 221 AD it was renamed Nicopolis (“Victory City”). 
●​ Fits the 160 stadia reading, not the 60. 
●​ Today near Latrun, by the modern highway between Tel Aviv and Jerusalem. 

2. Qubeibeh (El-Qubeibeh) 
●​ About 7 miles northwest of Jerusalem. 
●​ Fits the 60 stadia reading very well. 
●​ Crusaders (13th century) identified this as Emmaus, and Franciscan tradition still honors it. 
●​ A village setting, not a large city—matches Luke’s “village” description. 

3. Abu Ghosh (Emmaus Castellum) 
●​ About 7 miles west of Jerusalem. 
●​ Identified as Emmaus by the Crusaders in the 12th century before shifting to Qubeibeh. 
●​ Ancient road and Roman remains found there. 

4. Motza (Colonia) 
●​ Just 4 miles west of Jerusalem. 
●​ Mentioned in Talmudic sources as Emmaus. 
●​ Very close—too short for 60 stadia, but sometimes suggested as an early Emmaus site. 

 

🕎 Jewish & Early Christian Sources 
●​ Josephus (War 7.6.6) mentions Emmaus as a significant city about 30 stadia from 

Jerusalem (probably Emmaus Nicopolis). 
●​ Eusebius (Onomasticon, 4th c.) places Emmaus Nicopolis at 160 stadia from Jerusalem. 
●​ Rabbinic sources link Motza with Emmaus, especially in connection with palm branches 

for Sukkot (Lev. Rabbah 37:2). 
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