
Jesus’ First Prediction of His Death 
This is one of the most dramatic swings in the Gospels — and Matthew intentionally places 
these two moments side-by-side to teach something profound. 
 
📖 Matthew 16:16–23 Snapshot 

1.​ Peter’s confession:​
“You are the Messiah, the Son of the living God.” (v.16)​
 ✅ Jesus praises him: “Blessed are you, Simon... this was revealed by my Father.” (v.17) 

2.​ Jesus then predicts His suffering and death: 
“...He must go to Jerusalem and suffer... and be killed...” (v.21) 

3.​ Peter rebukes Jesus: 
“Never, Lord! This shall never happen to you!” (v.22) 

4.​ Jesus responds sharply: 
“Get behind me, Satan! You are a stumbling block to me...” (v.23) 

 
 
❓ Why does Peter go from inspired confession to dangerous correction? 
1. 💡 Peter understood the title, but not the mission 

●​ Peter believed Jesus was the Messiah, but like many Jews, he likely imagined a 
conquering king, not a suffering servant. 

●​ He couldn’t reconcile the idea of God’s Anointed being rejected and killed — that didn’t 
fit his theology. 
🧠 Peter had the right person, but the wrong plan. 
 

2. ⚖️ Spiritual insight doesn't remove human instincts 
●​ In verse 17, Jesus says Peter’s confession came from the Father. 
●​ But in verse 23, Jesus says Peter is thinking “not as God does, but as humans do.” 
📌 We can be right one moment and wrong the next if we slip into fleshly thinking. 
 

3. 🪨 Peter went from "rock" to "stumbling block" 
●​ Jesus calls Peter “Petros” (rock) in v.18 — a foundation. 
●​ But when Peter resists the cross, Jesus says he’s a “skandalon” — a stumbling stone. 
💥 The very person meant to support the mission momentarily resists it. 
 

4. 🗝️ Satan’s temptation echoes in Peter’s words 
●​ Jesus had previously rejected Satan’s offer of a kingdom without suffering (Matthew 4:8–10). 
●​ Now Peter unknowingly echoes that same temptation — a crown without a cross. 
●​ That’s why Jesus says, “Get behind me, Satan!”​

 
🔥 Any voice, no matter how well-meaning, that tries to redirect Jesus away from 
the cross is speaking Satan’s agenda. 

 
✝️ Takeaway for Us 

Peter’s Journey Our Application 

Confesses Jesus rightly We must proclaim who Jesus really is 

Resists the path of the cross But we must accept that suffering, surrender, and sacrifice are 
part of discipleship 

Called a rock and a stumbling block We are capable of both building up and getting in the way 

Rebounded and was restored God's grace keeps working even after our failures 

 



Jesus’ First Prediction of His Death 
The call to take up your cross and follow Jesus appears in Matthew, Mark, and Luke, 
always shortly after Peter’s confession and Jesus’ first prediction of His suffering. Comparing 
these accounts reveals both consistent themes and slight emphases unique to each Gospel. 
 
🔍 PHRASE-BY-PHRASE COMPARISON 

Phrase Meaning All 3 
Synoptics? 

Notes 

"If anyone would come 
after me" 

Following Jesus is a choice 
and an invitation 

✅ Universal call, not just for 
apostles 

"Let him deny himself" Say no to self-centered 
desires, pride, and comfort 

✅ A call to surrender 
autonomy 

"Take up his cross" Willingness to suffer and 
even die for Christ 

✅ Symbol of death to self 
and enduring shame 

Luke: “daily” Ongoing lifestyle of 
self-denial 

❌ Only in 
Luke 

Highlights the continuous 
nature of discipleship 

"Follow me" Imitate Jesus in life, 
suffering, and obedience 

✅ Not just belief — a way of 
life 

"Whoever wants to 
save his life will lose 
it..." 

Trying to protect your own 
life leads to spiritual loss 

✅ Paradox: real life is found 
in losing it for Christ 

"What good is it to gain 
the whole world..." 

Eternal perspective > 
earthly gain 

✅ Warning against worldly 
ambition 

 
 
📘 UNIQUE GOSPEL EMPHASES 

Gospel Emphasis 

Matthew Focus on soul and judgment: “What will it profit…?” and coming reward (Matt 16:27) 

Mark Closest to Peter’s voice (Mark is Peter’s interpreter); raw and urgent tone 

Luke Adds “daily,” and often emphasizes the present cost of discipleship 

 
 
🗝️ Conclusion 
Jesus' command to "take up your cross" is not a call to minor inconvenience — it’s an invitation 
to die to self, walk the hard road, and follow Him completely. 
It’s: 

●​ A daily decision (Luke) 
●​ A denial of self-rule (all) 
●​ A cross before a crown (all) 

 
 
 



Jesus’ First Prediction of His Death 
 
Jesus’ statement about “some standing here not tasting death” has puzzled readers for 
centuries. Here's the verse in context: 
 
📖 Matthew 16:28 

*“Truly I tell you, *some who are standing here will not taste death before they see 
the Son of Man coming in His kingdom.” 

Parallel passages: 
●​ Mark 9:1 – “…until they see the kingdom of God come with power.” 
●​ Luke 9:27 – “…until they see the kingdom of God.”​

 
 
🧠 So What Did Jesus Mean? 
There are 4 major interpretations, and one very likely primary meaning, based on context. 
 
✅ 1. The Transfiguration (Most Immediate and Likely) 
Just six days later, Jesus takes Peter, James, and John up the mountain and is transfigured 
before them (Matthew 17:1–8). 

●​ They see Jesus glorified, Moses and Elijah, and hear God’s voice. 
●​ It’s a preview of the Kingdom: Jesus in power and glory. 

Support: 
●​ All three Synoptic Gospels place the Transfiguration immediately after this prophecy. 
●​ Peter refers to this moment as seeing Christ’s majesty (2 Peter 1:16–18).​

 
✅ This is the strongest immediate fulfillment and aligns with the "some standing here" 
language. 
 
 
2. Jesus’ Resurrection and Ascension 

●​ They saw Jesus conquer death, rise glorified, and ascend to the Father. 
●​ The kingdom of God breaks in through His resurrection power. 
●​ A new era begins — the age of the Church. 

Support: 
●​ Acts 1:3 – Jesus speaks of the Kingdom after the resurrection. 
●​ Mark 9:1 says “come with power” — which matches post-resurrection events. 

​
 

3. Pentecost and Birth of the Church 
●​ In Acts 2, the Holy Spirit comes with power, and the apostles begin proclaiming the Kingdom. 
●​ The Church is the beginning of God’s reign through His people on earth. 

Support: 
●​ Jesus refers to this as the arrival of the Spirit-empowered Kingdom (Acts 1:8). 

​
 

4. The Destruction of Jerusalem (70 AD) 
●​ Some interpret this as the judgment on Israel, a sign of Jesus' enthronement and vindication. 
●​ "Coming in His kingdom" could mean coming in judgment (compare Isaiah 19:1). 

Support: 
●​ Fits the “within this generation” timeline mentioned elsewhere (Matt 24:34). 
●​ However, this is a less immediate context compared to the Transfiguration. 

 
 
 



Jesus’ First Prediction of His Death 
 

 
📌 SUMMARY CHART 

Interpretation Description Timeframe Strength 

Transfiguration A preview of Jesus in glory 6 days later ⭐ Strongest textual 
connection 

Resurrection/Ascension Jesus rises in glory and 
authority 

Weeks later Very strong 

Pentecost Kingdom spreads through 
Spirit-filled Church 

~50 days 
later 

Strong 

70 AD judgment Symbolic “coming” in 
judgment on Jerusalem 

~40 years 
later 

Plausible, but not 
primary here 

 
 
✝️ Final Thought 
Jesus likely meant that some disciples (Peter, James, John) would witness a preview of His 
glorified kingship at the Transfiguration, which then foreshadows the resurrection, 
ascension, and birth of the Church. 
 
So His kingdom was already arriving, not just at the end of time. 

💡 It’s a promise: “You will see glory. The cross is coming, but so is the crown.” 
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