
Jesus Heals a Blind Man in Bethsaida 
 
 

The two healing miracles in Mark 7:31–35 and Mark 8:22–26 form intentional bookends 
around Jesus' challenge to the disciples in Mark 8:14–21, where He asks if they have eyes but 
do not see, and ears but do not hear. These passages together offer a powerful symbolic and 
thematic structure in Mark’s Gospel that addresses spiritual perception and understanding. 
 
 
📚 TEXTS IN FOCUS 

Passage Event Description 

Mark 
7:31–35 

Healing of a deaf 
and mute man 

Jesus opens the man's ears and loosens his tongue. He uses 
physical gestures (fingers, spit, touch) and says, “Ephphatha” 
(“Be opened”). 

Mark 
8:14–21 

Disciples warned 
about leaven 

Jesus warns about the leaven of the Pharisees and Herod. The 
disciples misunderstand. Jesus rebukes them: “Do you have 
eyes but fail to see, and ears but fail to hear?” 

Mark 
8:22–26 

Healing of a blind 
man at Bethsaida 

Jesus heals a blind man in stages: first the man sees blurry 
shapes, then clearly after a second touch. 

 
 
🔍 COMPARISON OF THE TWO HEALINGS 

Element Mark 7:31–35 (Deaf/Mute) Mark 8:22–26 (Blind Man) 

Senses Healed Ears and speech Eyes 

Method Physical touch, spitting, word 
“Ephphatha” 

Spit, touch, two-stage healing 

Private/Personal? Taken away from the crowd Taken out of the village 

Symbolism Opening ears = hearing truth Restoring sight = seeing truth 

Instant or Gradual? Instant Gradual (blurry → clear) 

Audience Effect Astonishment: “He makes the deaf 
hear and the mute speak!” 

No public reaction, but deeply 
symbolic for the disciples 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Jesus Heals a Blind Man in Bethsaida 
 
 

🎯 THEMATIC CONNECTION 
These two healings surround Jesus’ challenge to His disciples about spiritual blindness and 
deafness: 
Mark 8:17–18 (centerpiece rebuke): 

“Do you still not see or understand? Are your hearts hardened? Do you have eyes 
but fail to see, and ears but fail to hear?” 

This rebuke sits between: 
●​ The healing of ears and speech (Mark 7), 
●​ and the healing of sight (Mark 8).​

 
Thus, the structure is intentional: 

1.​ Deaf man healed → Can hear and speak rightly. 
2.​ Disciples rebuked → They don't "hear or see" spiritually. 
3.​ Blind man healed → Gradual vision = metaphor for the disciples’ slow understanding.​

 
 

 
🔄 IMPLICATION: The Bookend Design 

Section Meaning 

Mark 
7:31–35 

Jesus gives physical hearing and speech, reflecting the need to truly hear and 
respond to God's word. 

Mark 
8:14–21 

The disciples are struggling with perception—unable to grasp who Jesus is despite 
seeing His miracles. 

Mark 
8:22–26 

Jesus gives sight in stages, symbolizing the gradual awakening of spiritual 
understanding—just like the disciples’. 

 
 
 
🧠 Takeaway: Why This Matters 
Mark uses this pattern to mirror the disciples’ spiritual journey: 

●​ They are spiritually deaf and blind. 
●​ Jesus is in the process of opening their eyes and ears—but it takes time and 

repeated interaction, just like the blind man’s two-stage healing. 
●​ Their full recognition of Jesus doesn't come until later (e.g., Peter’s confession in Mark 

8:29 and even beyond).​
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