
Jesus Teaches About Divorce 
 
Here’s a structured explanation of Matthew 19:3–12 and Mark 10:2–12, where Jesus teaches 
about divorce.  
 
 
🧭 CONTEXT 
📍 Setting Jesus is traveling from Galilee toward Judea (likely Perea), where crowds 

and Pharisees confront Him. 

🎯 Topic The Pharisees try to trap Jesus with a controversial question on divorce. 

⚖️ Cultural Context Two major rabbinic schools existed: 
●​ Hillel (lenient): Divorce allowed for nearly any reason 
●​ Shammai (strict): Only for serious indecency (e.g., adultery)  

 
 👑 Kingdom Focus  Jesus shifts the focus from legal loopholes to God’s original intent 
in creation and marriage.  
​
 

📖 PASSAGE BREAKDOWN 
🔹 MATTHEW 19:3–12 | Divorce and Singleness 

Verse(s) Summary Key Insights 

v3 Pharisees ask: “Is it lawful to divorce for any 
reason?” 

A test question rooted in Deut. 24:1 
and current rabbinic debate. 

v4–6 Jesus refers to Genesis 1:27 & 2:24: God created 
male and female to become one flesh 

Emphasizes God’s design, not 
human loopholes. 

v7 Pharisees push back: “Why did Moses allow 
divorce?” 

Refers to Deut. 24:1–4, which 
regulated, not promoted, divorce. 

v8 Jesus: Moses allowed it due to hard hearts, but it 
wasn’t God’s original plan 

Divorce was a concession, not a 
command. 

v9 Jesus says divorce + remarriage = adultery, 
except for sexual immorality (porneia) 

The “exception clause” is unique to 
Matthew. 

v10 Disciples say: 
“If marriage is this strict, it’s better not to marry!” 

Shows the counter-cultural nature of 
Jesus' view. 

v11–12 Jesus speaks of eunuchs—some born, some 
made so, some choose celibacy “for the kingdom” 

Affirms singleness as honorable, 
not inferior. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Jesus Teaches About Divorce 

🔹 MARK 10:2–12 | Divorce and Remarriage 
Verse(s) Summary Key Insights 

v2 Pharisees ask about the legality of divorce Same trap as in Matthew. 

v3–5 Jesus asks what Moses commanded; they reply 
Moses allowed it 

He points out it was due to human 
sin, not God’s will. 

v6–9 Jesus quotes Genesis and declares: “What God 
has joined, let no one separate” 

Marriage is God-ordained and 
covenantal. 

v10–12 In private, Jesus says remarriage after divorce = 
adultery 

Mark omits the exception 
clause—emphasizing ideal. 

 
 
🕎 CULTURAL INSIGHT 

Topic Explanation 

💔 Divorce in Jewish 
Law 

Deuteronomy 24:1–4 allowed a man to give a certificate of divorce—to 
prevent hasty abandonment. 

👨‍🏫 Hillel vs. Shammai Rabbis Hillel (divorce for any reason) vs. Shammai (only for serious moral 
failure). Pharisees want Jesus to take sides. 

🧬 Genesis 
Foundation 

Jesus goes pre-Law, quoting Genesis to show God’s permanent design for 
marriage. 

✡️ Women & Divorce In Jewish culture, only men could initiate divorce. Jesus' words protect 
women from unjust dismissal. 

🏛 Roman Law Roman law allowed both men and women to divorce. This may explain 
Mark’s version including women (v12). 

 
 
🔁 CROSS REFERENCES 

Theme Verses 

God’s Design for Marriage Genesis 1:27, 2:24; Ephesians 5:31–32 

God hates divorce Malachi 2:16 

Marriage as covenant Proverbs 2:17; Ezekiel 16 

Adultery and Lust Matthew 5:27–32 (includes exception clause) 

Singleness for God’s Kingdom 1 Corinthians 7:6–9, 32–35 

 
 
 
 



Jesus Teaches About Divorce 
The Catholic Church generally does not perform second marriages if the first marriage is 
considered valid and sacramental—unless the first marriage has ended by death or has been 
declared null (annulled). Here’s a clear breakdown: 
 
💒 Catholic Church Teaching on Second Marriages 

Situation Does the Church Allow 
a Second Marriage? 

Notes 

🕊️ Spouse died ✅ Yes Death ends the marriage bond; one may remarry in the 
Church. 

❌ Civil divorce only ❌ No Divorce does not dissolve a valid sacramental marriage. 

⚖️ Annulment granted ✅ Yes Church declares the first marriage never validly existed 
(sacramentally speaking). 

❤️ Remarriage without 
annulment 

❌ No Seen as ongoing adultery (cf. Mark 10:11–12); cannot 
receive sacraments. 

💍 Second marriage 
after annulment 

✅ Yes Treated like a first marriage; full Church recognition and 
sacramental grace. 

 
🧾 What Is an Annulment? 

●​ Not a “Catholic divorce” 
●​ A declaration that a valid sacramental marriage never took place 
●​ Reasons may include: 

○​ Lack of proper consent 
○​ Psychological incapacity 
○​ Coercion 
○​ Exclusion of children or fidelity 
○​ Invalid form (e.g., not married before a priest/deacon and witnesses)​

 
📖 Scriptural Basis 

Teaching Reference 

Marriage is indissoluble Matthew 19:6 – "What God has joined, let no one 
separate." 

Remarriage without annulment = adultery Mark 10:11–12; Luke 16:18 

Widow may remarry Romans 7:2–3 – "She is free to marry another man." 

 
🔁 Exceptions & Pastoral Practices 

●​ Some divorced and remarried Catholics (without annulment) may return to the 
sacraments after seeking reconciliation, often through spiritual counseling and a 
commitment to live “as brother and sister.” 

●​ Pope Francis, in Amoris Laetitia (2016), called for compassionate accompaniment, 
but the basic teaching on the permanence of marriage remains unchanged.​
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The reason many Protestant churches allow remarriage after divorce—even when the 
former spouse is still living—comes down to differing interpretations of Scripture, 
theological emphasis, and authority structures. Here's a structured breakdown to explain it 
clearly: 
 
🧭 WHY PROTESTANTS ALLOW REMARRIAGE AFTER DIVORCE 

🧩 Factor 📝 Explanation 

📖 Different Biblical 
Interpretations 

Protestants often interpret the "exception clauses" in Matthew 5:32 and 19:9 
("except for sexual immorality") to mean that divorce and remarriage are 
allowed in cases of adultery. Some also point to 1 Corinthians 7:15 ("if the 
unbeliever leaves, let them go") to permit remarriage after abandonment. 

⛪ Authority of 
Scripture Alone 

Without a magisterium (like the Catholic Church), Protestant denominations 
rely on Scripture alone (Sola Scriptura) and interpret it independently or in 
community. This leads to a broader range of applications. 

❤️ Emphasis on 
Grace and 
Redemption 

Many Protestant churches emphasize God’s grace and restoration over 
permanence alone. They teach that past mistakes, even broken marriages, 
can be forgiven and redeemed. 

🧑‍⚖️ No Annulment 
System 

Protestants don’t have an annulment process. So if a marriage ends due to 
sin (e.g. abuse, adultery, abandonment), many see the covenant as broken, 
allowing for a fresh start. 

🧑‍🤝‍🧑 Pastoral Care Protestant churches often consider individual circumstances (e.g., abuse, 
danger, unfaithfulness) and weigh the pastoral needs of the person over a 
rigid legalistic stance. 

🕊️ Some 
Denominations Still 
Restrict Remarriage 

Not all Protestants agree. Some conservative denominations (e.g., certain 
Baptist, Reformed, or Pentecostal groups) limit or forbid remarriage unless 
the first spouse has died or was unfaithful. 

 
 
📖 KEY SCRIPTURES & DIFFERENT VIEWS 

Passage Protestant View (Varies) Catholic View 

Matthew 19:9 – "except for 
sexual immorality" 

Allows divorce and 
remarriage for adultery 

Allows separation for adultery but not 
remarriage unless spouse dies or 
annulment is granted 

1 Corinthians 7:15 – "If the 
unbelieving spouse leaves..." 

Permits remarriage after 
abandonment 

Permits separation, not remarriage 
(without annulment) 

Romans 7:2–3 Marriage ends at death; 
remarriage allowed 

Agreed 

Mark 10:11–12 / Luke 16:18 Generally interpreted as 
the ideal, not absolute 

Taken literally: remarriage = adultery 
unless prior marriage is null 
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🔁 COMPARISON CHART 

Topic Catholic Church Protestant Churches (varied) 

Marriage = lifelong covenant ✅ Yes ✅ Yes (but may be broken by sin) 

Divorce permitted? Only as a separation 
 (not a real end) 

Yes, in cases like adultery, abuse, 
abandonment 

Remarriage after divorce? ❌ Only after annulment 
or death 

✅ Often allowed, depending on cause 

Annulment process? ✅ Yes ❌ No 

Scripture authority Scripture + Tradition + 
Magisterium 

Sola Scriptura (Scripture alone) 

 
 
🤔 Bottom Line 

●​ Catholics see marriage as a sacrament that reflects Christ and the 
Church—indissoluble, unless proven invalid from the start.​
 

●​ Protestants vary widely but generally approach it as a sacred covenant, which can be 
broken by betrayal or abandonment, allowing for remarriage under grace.​
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Jesus Teaches About Divorce 
Let's take a deep dive into the "eunuch" section in Matthew 19:12, one of Jesus’ most striking 
and countercultural statements—especially in light of His teaching on marriage and divorce. 
 
📖 Matthew 19:12 – Full Verse 

“For there are eunuchs who were born that way from their mother’s womb; there 
are eunuchs who were made eunuchs by men; and there are eunuchs who made 
themselves eunuchs for the sake of the kingdom of heaven. Let the one who is able 
to accept this accept it.” 
 

 
🌾 CONTEXT RECAP 
This comes right after Jesus’ strong stance on divorce and remarriage (Matthew 19:3–9). 
The disciples react in verse 10: 

“If such is the case... it is better not to marry!” 
Jesus responds not by softening His view, but by introducing a third way: singleness, described 
metaphorically using the concept of a eunuch. 
 
 
📊 TYPES OF “EUNUCHS” JESUS MENTIONS 

Type Description Example / Interpretation 

1️⃣ Born that way Those born physically unable to 
reproduce (natural eunuchs) 

Congenital conditions, physical 
deformities, or early celibate callings 

2️⃣ Made eunuchs by 
men 

Castrated for royal service, 
especially in pagan courts 

Daniel and his friends (Daniel 1), 
court officials in Esther 

3️⃣ Made themselves 
eunuchs for the 
kingdom 

Those who voluntarily choose 
celibacy to serve God without 
distraction 

Paul (1 Cor. 7:7–8, 32–35); early 
monks; Jesus Himself 

Important: Jesus is not advocating physical castration—He is speaking 
metaphorically of those who choose singleness for the sake of kingdom ministry. 
 

 
🔎 KEY THEMES IN THIS VERSE 

Theme Explanation Cross-Reference 

👑 Kingdom-first 
living 

Choosing singleness can be a deliberate act of 
devotion to serve God more freely 

Matthew 6:33; 
 1 Cor. 7:32–35 

✂️ Self-denial Some give up even legitimate goods (like marriage) 
for the sake of a higher calling 

Luke 9:23–24 

🧠 Spiritual maturity Not everyone can "accept this"—it requires spiritual 
insight, not cultural conformity 

Matthew 19:11 

💍 Marriage is not 
ultimate 

Singleness is not a curse—it’s a legitimate and 
honorable kingdom lifestyle 

1 Corinthians 7:7–9 
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🕯️ HISTORICAL & JEWISH BACKGROUND 

●​ Eunuchs in Ancient Culture:​
 Eunuchs served in high-trust positions in royal courts, especially over harems or 
treasuries. They were often ostracized from religious participation in Jewish society 
(cf. Deut. 23:1).​
 

●​ Prophetic Hope for Eunuchs:​
 Isaiah 56:3–5 reverses this exclusion:​
 “To the eunuchs who keep my Sabbaths... I will give them an everlasting name.”​
 This looks forward to the New Covenant inclusion of all, even those once excluded.​
​
 

●​ Early Christian Practice:​
 While some early Church Fathers took this too literally (e.g., Origen reportedly castrated 
himself), the Church came to understand Jesus as praising celibacy, not mutilation.​
 

 
🤔 WHY THIS MATTERS IN THE CONVERSATION ON DIVORCE 

●​ Jesus had just elevated the permanence of marriage—which shocked His disciples.​
 

●​ He then presented singleness not as a curse, but as a radical devotion to God’s 
kingdom.​
 

●​ It's a high calling, not required, but honored—a gift (Matthew 19:11; 1 Corinthians 7:7).​
 

 
✨ APPLICATION 

For Marriage For Singleness 

Honor it as a lifelong covenant, not 
something disposable 

See singleness as a gift, not a deficiency 

Embrace God’s design and intent Use your freedom to serve the Lord wholeheartedly 

Don’t enter marriage lightly—it reflects God's 
covenant 

Don’t see celibacy as a second-class life—Jesus and 
Paul lived it! 
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