Jesus Washes the Disciples’ Feet

Here’s your Full Breakdown of John 13:1-20 — Jesus washes the disciples’ feet — with
historical, cultural, theological, and narrative insights, plus a Gospel chart for context.

| Passage Overview (John 13:1-209)

This event occurs during the Last Supper, the night before Jesus’ crucifixion. John’s Gospel
does not describe the bread and cup of the Lord’s Supper (as Matthew, Mark, and Luke do), but
instead focuses on an act unique to his account: Jesus washing His disciples’ feet. This act
demonstrates humility, servant leadership, and cleansing — pointing both to the cross and to
the daily spiritual cleansing believers need.

| Gospel Comparison Chart

Event Matthew @ Mark @ Luke ¥ John @
Preparation for Passover MT 26:17-19 MK 14:12-16 LK 22:7-13 —
Seating and meal MT 26:20 MK 14:17 LK 22:14 JN 13:1-2
Dispute over greatness — — LK 22:24-30 —
Jesus washes disciples’ feet — — — JN 13:3-20
Lord’s Supper MT 26:26-29 MK 14:22-25 LK 22:15-20 —

L) Historical & Cultural Context

e Foot washing in the 1st century:

In Jewish and Greco-Roman society, washing someone’s feet was a menial task
reserved for the lowest servant or slave, often done when guests entered a home
after traveling dusty roads in sandals (cf. Gen 18:4; 1 Sam 25:41).

It was considered too lowly even for a Jewish slave — usually a Gentile servant or
women of very low status performed it.

e Passover setting:

This is the night before the crucifixion, possibly Nisan 14 or Nisan 15 depending on

interpretation. They are reclining at the table (Greco-Roman style, not seated in chairs).
e Rabbinic tradition:

Disciples were expected to serve their rabbi, but not wash his feet — that was beneath

a disciple’s dignity. Here Jesus reverses that relationship.

Narrative Structure of John 13:1-20

1. Introduction & Context (v.1-3)
o Jesus knows “His hour had come” (a theme in John).
o His actions flow from love “to the end” (Greek eis telos, meaning to the fullest
extent or to completion).
o Judas’s betrayal is already set in motion.
2. The Act of Washing (v.4-5)
o Jesus rises from the meal, lays aside His garments, takes a towel, and begins to
wash their feet — deliberately assuming a servant’s posture.
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3. Peter’s Objection (v.6—11)
o Peter resists, thinking the act beneath Jesus’ dignity.
o Jesus tells him, “Unless | wash you, you have no part with Me” — pointing to
spiritual cleansing.
o “Not all of you are clean” hints at Judas.

4. The Lesson (v.12-17)
o Jesus explains that He has set an example — true greatness is serving others.
o “No servant is greater than his master” — a reversal of worldly power structures.
5. Blessing and Warning (v.18-20)
o Jesus cites Psalm 41:9 (“He who eats bread with Me has lifted up his heel
against Me”) referring to Judas.
o He assures them that those He sends carry His own authority.

©, Key Greek Word Studies

e vimTw (nipto) — “to wash (part of the body)” vs. AoUw (loud) — “to bathe fully.”
Jesus uses this distinction in v.10 — one who is bathed needs only partial cleansing.

e UTOdeiyua (hypodeigma) — “example, pattern” (v.15) — Jesus’ act is a template for
how disciples should treat one another.

e pakdpiol (makarioi) — “blessed, fortunate” (v.17) — the blessing comes not from
knowing the teaching, but from doing it.

xx Messianic & Theological Implications

e Servant Messiah:
This act echoes Isaiah’s Suffering Servant (Isa 52:13-53:12) who humbles Himself for
others’ cleansing.

e Priestly imagery:
In the OT, priests washed before entering God’s presence (Ex 30:17-21). Jesus, our
High Priest, washes His disciples to prepare them for service.

e Spiritual cleansing:
This points to the cross as the once-for-all bath (/oud) and ongoing confession and
cleansing (niptd, 1 John 1:9).

e Foreshadowing betrayal:
Even after such humility, Judas rejects the cleansing — a reminder that not all who are
outwardly close to Jesus are inwardly clean.

Reflection & Application
1. Humility in leadership — Jesus shows that leadership is not domination, but sacrificial
service.
2. Daily cleansing — Even those saved still need daily confession and renewal.
3. Serving those who oppose you — Jesus washed Judas’ feet, modeling love toward enemies.
4. Authority in mission — v.20 shows that when believers serve, they carry the authority of
the One who sent them.

L
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The foot washing in John 13:1-20 most likely took place at the very start of the Passover
Seder, before the formal meal began — specifically during what Jewish tradition calls the
Kadesh (sanctification) or possibly Urchatz (hand washing).

L) Placement in the Seder Flow (1st century context)

While the modern Passover Seder was more formalized after the Temple’s destruction (70 AD),
1st-century meals followed a pattern found in the Greco-Roman symposium combined with
Jewish festival customs.

A likely Last Supper order would be:

CoNOGORwWN =

Kadesh — First cup of wine & blessing.

Urchatz — Washing of hands (ritual cleansing before the meal).
Karpas — Eating a green vegetable dipped in salt water.
Yachatz — Breaking the middle matzah.

Maggid — Retelling of the Exodus story, with second cup of wine.
Rachtzah — Second washing of hands, this time with a blessing.
Motzi Matzah — Blessing over matzah and eating it.
Maror/Korech — Bitter herbs and sandwich.

Shulchan Orech — Main meal.

10. Tzafun — Eating the afikoman.

11. Barech — Blessing after the meal, third cup of wine.
12. Hallel — Psalms of praise, fourth cup of wine.

13. Nirtzah — Conclusion.

? Likely Timing of Foot Washing

[

Hospitality order: Normally, feet would be washed before the meal began, when guests
arrived, similar to Genesis 18:4.

Symbolic timing: In John’s telling, this act happens during the supper (Jn 13:2). This
suggests Jesus intentionally interrupted the normal flow—possibly after the Kadesh
but before the meal proper, perhaps replacing or expanding the Urchatz ritual.
Theological emphasis: By inserting His own “washing” at this point, Jesus transforms a
customary cleansing into a spiritual teaching on humility and forgiveness.

Why this timing matters
1.

2.

Subverting expectation — Instead of a servant washing their feet upon arrival, the
Rabbi Himself does it after they’ve reclined, ensuring maximum impact.

Connected to Passover cleansing — The Passover reminded Israel to remove leaven
(sin) from their houses. Jesus shows that He Himself provides the cleansing from the
deeper leaven of sin.

Foreshadows the cross — This comes just before Judas leaves (v.27), setting in motion
the events leading to the Lamb’s sacrifice.
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Let’'s go deeper into the Greek word contrast between virrrw (nipté) and Aodw (loud) in John
13:10, because it's actually a layered teaching about salvation and ongoing sanctification.

. The Greek Words

1. viTrtw (niptd) — “wash part of the body”

e Commonly used for washing hands, face, or feet.

e A partial cleansing, not a full bath.

e Culturally, travelers in the ancient world bathed fully at a public bathhouse or in their
home, but upon arriving at a meal, they only needed to have the dusty parts (usually
their feet) washed before reclining to eat.

e Examples in the LXX/NT:

o Gen 18:4 — Abraham offers water for the travelers to wash (niptd) their feet.
o Matt 6:17 — “When you fast, anoint your head and wash (nipto) your face.”

2. Aouw (loud) — “bathe fully”
e Refers to a complete washing of the whole body.
e Often used in ritual purification contexts, especially in the Septuagint for priests
washing before service (Lev 14:8-9; Ex 29:4).
e Inthe NT, Joud is often used metaphorically for complete spiritual cleansing
associated with salvation.
Examples:
o Acts 9:37 — Dorcas’ body was washed before burial.
o Heb 10:22 — “having our bodies washed (loud) with pure water.”

¥ Jesus’ Use in John 13:10

Jesus says to Peter:
“The one who has bathed (loud) does not need to wash (niptd) except for his feet,
but is completely clean. And you are clean, though not every one of you.”
This has two levels:
A. Literal/Physical Picture
e In the ancient world, a man might go to the public bathhouse (loué — full bath).
e Walking home or to a friend’s meal, his feet would get dusty, so he’d only need a quick
foot wash (niptd) to be ready for table fellowship.

B. Spiritual Parallel
e Bath (loud) — Symbolizes once-for-all cleansing at salvation (regeneration). Once a
person is saved, they are “fully clean” before God (cf. Titus 3:5, Eph 5:26).
e Foot wash (nipté) — Symbolizes ongoing cleansing through confession and
forgiveness of daily sins so that fellowship with God remains unhindered (cf. 1 John 1:9).
e Jesus is saying:
o You don’t need to be saved again (full bath), but you do need regular confession
and cleansing (foot wash) to maintain close fellowship.
o This is why Judas is not “clean” — he has never had the /oué of salvation.

» Theological Significance
1. Security of salvation — Once cleansed (loud), you remain posmonally clean.
Necessity of ongoing confession — Even the saved pick up “dust” in the walk of life;
we need the niptd of repentance and renewal.

3. Priestly imagery — In the Old Testament, priests were fully washed at ordination (loud), but
before each service, they only washed hands and feet (nipto) at the bronze laver (Ex 30:17-21).

4. Table fellowship with God — In John 13, the cleansing is tied to sharing a meal — an
image of fellowship and intimacy.
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The text of John 13 strongly indicates that Jesus did wash Judas’ feet.

__| Textual Evidence

1. The washing appears to include everyone present
o John 13:5 says: “Then he poured water into a basin and began to wash the
disciples’ feet and to wipe them with the towel...”
o There is no note of Him skipping anyone.

2. Judas is still at the table when Jesus speaks of betrayal
o Inv.10-11 Jesus says, “You are clean, though not all of you.” John clarifies, “For
he knew who was going to betray him, and that was why he said not everyone
was clean.”
o Judas is still included in “you” — meaning his feet were washed physically, but he
was not spiritually clean.

3. Betrayal prediction happens after the washing
o Inv.12, after finishing the washing, Jesus sits down and explains the meaning.
o It's only in v.18-30 that Judas is specifically identified and departs.
Therefore, Judas was still present for the act.

xx Cultural & Theological Implications

e Hospitality in the Ancient Near East: To wash someone’s feet was to extend fellowship
and honor. Doing this for Judas underscores Jesus’ teaching to love enemies (Matt 5:44).
e Love “to the end” (v.1): John begins this section by saying Jesus loved His own to the
fullest extent. This includes loving Judas, even knowing his betrayal was imminent.
e Example of undeserved grace:
o Judas receives the same act of humble service as the others.
o This magnifies the depth of Judas’ betrayal — rejecting mercy after receiving it.

" Application
e Servanthood is not selective — Jesus served even the one who would harm Him.

e Grace can be offered and still rejected; Judas’ clean feet didn’t mean a clean heart.
e |Leaders are called to model service even to the difficult, hostile, or undeserving.
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