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Here is a comparison chart of the two miraculous feedings by Jesus — the feeding of the 5,000 
and the feeding of the 4,000 — highlighting their similarities and differences across key aspects: 

 

Category Feeding of the 5,000 Feeding of the 4,000 

Scripture 
References 

Matthew 14:13–21; Mark 6:30–44;  
Luke 9:10–17; John 6:1–15 

Matthew 15:32–39; Mark 8:1–10 

Audience Primarily Jews Primarily Gentiles 

Location Near Bethsaida (Jewish territory) Region of Decapolis (Gentile territory) 

Number Fed 5,000 men (plus women and children) 4,000 men (plus women and children) 

Days with Jesus That day (short term) 3 days 

Jesus' Motivation Compassion for their hunger and 
healing needs 

Compassion due to their long stay 
and hunger 

Disciples' 
Response 

“Send them away...” (Matt 14:15) “Where can we get enough bread…?” 
(Matt 15:33) 

Food Available 5 Barley loaves and 2 fish 7 loaves and a few small fish 

Blessing Given Jesus gave thanks and broke the 
loaves (Greek: eulogēsen) 

Jesus gave thanks 
 (Greek: eucharistēsas) 

Amount Left Over 12 baskets  
(Greek: kophinos — hand baskets) 

7 baskets  
(Greek: spuris — large hampers) 

Symbolism 12 = Tribes of Israel  
(Jews) 

7 = Fullness/Completion 
(Gentiles/nations) 

Spiritual Lessons Jesus as the Bread of Life for Israel Jesus’ provision extends to the 
Gentiles 

Reaction of 
Crowd 

Wanted to make Him king 
(John 6:15) 

Glorified the God of Israel  
(Matt 15:31) 
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Jesus telling the crowd to sit down before the miracle is full of rich symbolic and theological meaning. 

This detail, recorded in all four Gospels (e.g., John 6:10, Mark 6:39, Matthew 14:19, Luke 9:14), 
 is not just logistical—it prepares the people physically, spiritually, and theologically  

for what He is about to do. 

🪑 Significance of "Sitting Down" Before the Feeding Miracle 

Theme Explanation 

Posture of 
Expectation 

Sitting shows readiness to receive. Just as a student sits to learn or a 
guest to eat, the crowd adopts a receptive posture—they are about to be 
fed, taught, and cared for by Jesus. 

Order Before 
Abundance 

Jesus organizes the crowd into groups (Mark 6:40), showing that God is 
not a God of chaos but of order (1 Corinthians 14:33). The miracle takes 
place in a structured setting, not a frenzy. 

Rest and Trust Sitting signifies rest, implying faith in Jesus' provision. Instead of 
scrambling for resources, they wait on Him—a picture of spiritual 
surrender and trust. 

Shepherd Imagery “He made them sit down on the green grass” (Mark 6:39) recalls Psalm 
23:1–2: “The Lord is my Shepherd… He makes me lie down in green 
pastures.” Jesus is acting as the Good Shepherd, providing for His flock. 

Table Fellowship 
Preparation 

In Jewish culture, sitting down to eat implies fellowship and unity. Jesus 
prepares a table in the wilderness, echoing Psalm 23:5 and 
foreshadowing the Messianic banquet (Isaiah 25:6; Luke 14:15). 

Foreshadowing the 
Last Supper 

Just as the disciples and Jesus reclined at table during the Last Supper 
(Luke 22:14), the crowd’s sitting reflects a proto-communion scene—a 
communal meal prepared by the Messiah Himself. 

A Picture of Grace They did not work for the food or earn a place—Jesus told them to sit, and 
He provided. This is grace: undeserved favor and abundant provision. 

 

🔑 Summary 

Jesus telling them to sit down wasn’t a minor detail—it was a spiritual posture: 

A call to cease striving, trust the Shepherd, receive His provision, and join in 
divine fellowship. 
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🧠 Theological and Symbolic Significance – Verified 

Let's double-check each theological point from tradition, context, and scholarship: 

Point Validity Notes 

Posture of 
Readiness 

✅ Common rabbinic posture: disciples sat at a rabbi’s feet to learn 
(Luke 10:39 – Mary at Jesus’ feet). 

Order Before 
Miracle 

✅ Mark 6:40 says they sat “in ranks, by hundreds and by fifties,” 
echoing Exodus 18:21. Structure precedes divine action. 

Rest and Trust ✅ Psalm 23:2 (“He makes me lie down in green pastures…”)  
is strongly evoked in Mark’s version.  
Sitting in grass = safety, trust. 

Shepherd 
Imagery 

✅ Explicit in John 10 (“I am the Good Shepherd”).  
The setting on green grass is not incidental (Mark 6:39). 

Communal 
Fellowship 

✅ In Jewish and early Christian culture, eating together signified 
fellowship and inclusion (see Acts 2:42, Luke 14:15). 

Foreshadowing 
the Last Supper 

🟡   
Partial 

The direct connection is thematic, not textual. Both involve a 
miraculous meal led by Jesus, but only the Last Supper 
institutes the New Covenant. 

Picture of Grace ✅ The people didn’t earn the food—they received it freely, a 
pattern consistent with grace theology (Ephesians 2:8–9). 
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🧮 Estimating the Total Crowd 
Scholars often estimate the full crowd at: 

●​ 5,000 men 
●​ Plus women and children (possibly 10,000–20,000 total)​

 
We’ll use three estimates: 

Crowd Size Description 

5,000 Just men (conservative count) 

15,000 Men + moderate number of women/children (average family size) 

20,000 Larger crowd estimate 

 

🧮 Division Among 12 Disciples 

Crowd Size Total People ÷ 12 Disciples Approx. People Served Per Disciple 

5,000 5,000 ÷ 12 ≈ 417 

15,000 15,000 ÷ 12 ≈ 1,250 

20,000 20,000 ÷ 12 ≈ 1,667 

So depending on the total crowd size, each disciple likely served between 400 and 1,600 people. 

 

✅ Summary Table 

Total Crowd Total Groups of 50 Groups per Disciple (12) 

5,000 100 8–9 

15,000 300 25 

20,000 400 33–34 
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The Feeding of the 5,000 by Jesus and Elisha’s feeding miracle in 2 Kings 4:42–44 have 
striking parallels—Jesus' miracle intentionally echoes Elisha’s to demonstrate a greater 
fulfillment. 
 
Here's a detailed comparison chart between the two: 
 
📊 Comparison Chart: Jesus and Elisha’s Feeding Miracles 

Element Elisha 
 (2 Kings 4:42–44) 

Jesus  
(Gospels – esp. John 6:1–14) 

Who performed the 
miracle? 

Elisha, the prophet of God Jesus, the Son of God and greater 
Prophet 

Setting Time of famine in Israel Remote place near the Sea of 
Galilee 

Initial Provision 20 barley loaves and some grain 5 barley loaves and 2 fish 

Recipient Crowd 100 men 5,000 men, plus women and children 
(likely 15,000–20,000 total) 

Disciples’ Reaction Servant said, “How can I set this 
before a hundred men?” (v. 43) 

Philip said, “It would take more than 
half a year’s wages...” (John 6:7) 

Prophetic Statement “They shall eat and have some 
left.” (v. 43) 

Jesus: “Gather the pieces that are 
left over.” (John 6:12) 

Miracle 20 loaves fed 100 men with 
leftovers 

5 loaves + 2 fish fed thousands with 
12 baskets left 

Outcome They ate and had some left, 
according to the word of the Lord 

They all ate and were satisfied; 
Jesus is revealed as greater than 
Elisha 

Spiritual Implication God provides miraculously through 
His prophet 

Jesus is the Bread of Life (John 
6:35), the fulfillment of God’s 
provision 

Foreshadowing Points forward to the Messiah’s 
abundance 

Fulfills and surpasses the miracle of 
Elisha 

 
 
✝️ Key Takeaway 
Jesus reenacts Elisha’s miracle on a much larger scale to reveal: 

●​ He is the greater Prophet (Deut. 18:15, John 6:14) 
●​ He provides abundant spiritual nourishment 
●​ He is not just performing a miracle — He is the provision. 
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Here is a side-by-side Scripture layout of the feeding miracles of Elisha (2 Kings 4:42–44) 
and Jesus (John 6:5–13) so you can see the direct parallels: 

 

📜 Side-by-Side Scripture Comparison 

Elisha – 2 Kings 4:42–44 Jesus – John 6:5–13 

42 A man came from Baal-shalishah, bringing 
the man of God bread of the firstfruits, twenty 
loaves of barley and fresh ears of grain in his 
sack. And Elisha said, “Give to the men, that 
they may eat.” 

5 Jesus then lifted up His eyes, and 
seeing that a large crowd was coming 
toward Him, said to Philip, “Where are 
we to buy bread, so that these people 
may eat?” 

43 But his servant said, “How can I set this 
before a hundred men?” So he repeated, “Give 
them to the men, that they may eat, for thus says 
the LORD, ‘They shall eat and have some left.’” 

6 He said this to test him, for He Himself 
knew what He would do. 
7 Philip answered Him, “Two hundred 
denarii worth of bread would not be 
enough for each of them to get a little.” 9 
“There is a boy here who has five barley 
loaves and two fish, but what are they 
for so many?” 

44 So he set it before them. And they ate and 
had some left, according to the word of the 
LORD. 

11 Jesus then took the loaves, and when 
He had given thanks, He distributed 
them to those who were seated. So also 
the fish, as much as they wanted. 
12 And when they had eaten their fill, He 
told His disciples, “Gather up the leftover 
fragments, that nothing may be lost.” 
13 So they gathered them up and filled 
twelve baskets with fragments from 
the five barley loaves left by those who 
had eaten. 
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While the Gospels don’t quote Jesus' exact words, they do tell us that He gave thanks or blessed 
the food before distributing it (e.g., Matthew 14:19, Mark 6:41, Luke 9:16, John 6:11). Based on 
Jewish tradition and the context of first-century meals, we can make a strong and historically 
grounded inference about what blessing Jesus likely spoke over the bread and fish. 
 
 
📜 Likely Blessing Over the Loaves (Barley Bread) 
In Jewish custom, the standard blessing over bread—even to this day—is: 

רוּךְ ה בָּ הָאָרֶץ מִן לֶחֶם הַמּוֹצִיא הָעוֹלָם, מֶלֶךְ אֱלֹהֵינוּ ייְָ אַתָּ ​
 Baruch Atah Adonai Eloheinu Melech ha’olam, hamotzi lechem min ha’aretz.​
 "Blessed are You, Lord our God, King of the universe, who brings forth bread 
from the earth." 

This blessing is ancient and widely considered to be what a Jewish teacher like Jesus would 
say when breaking bread, especially before a meal with others. 
 
 
🐟 What About the Fish? 
Fish would fall under a different category—not bread, but other foods. The common blessing 
would likely be: 

רוּךְ ה בָּ כֹּל הָעוֹלָם, מֶלֶךְ אֱלֹהֵינוּ ייְָ אַתָּ  דְבָרוֹ נִהְיהָ שֶׁ בִּ ​
 Baruch Atah Adonai Eloheinu Melech ha’olam, shehakol nih'yeh bidvaro.​
 "Blessed are You, Lord our God, King of the universe, by whose word all 
things come to be." 

This blessing (Shehakol) was and still is used for foods that don’t fall under the categories of 
bread, wine, fruit, or grain. 
 
 
🙏 Summary of Likely Blessings Jesus Used 

Item Likely Blessing English Translation 

Bread (Barley Loaves) הָאָרֶץ מִן לֶחֶם הַמּוֹצִיא  "Who brings forth bread from the earth" 

Fish (General Food) כֹּל  דְבָרוֹ נהְִיהָ שֶׁ בִּ  "By whose word all things come to be" 

 
 
🕊️ Theological Note 
These blessings reflect: 

●​ Gratitude to God as Provider 
●​ Acknowledgment of God’s sustaining Word 
●​ A link between Creation (Genesis) and Provision (John 6)​

 
When Jesus gave thanks, He wasn’t just reciting a formula—He was modeling gratitude, 
acknowledging the Father, and preparing the people’s hearts to receive both physical and 
spiritual nourishment. 
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