
Peter’s First Denial 
 
Here’s the Full Breakdown of Peter’s first denial, drawing on all four Gospel accounts. 
 
📜 Gospel Passage Overview 

Gospel Reference Key Details 

🔵 Matthew 26:69-70 Peter sitting in the courtyard; a servant girl accuses him of being with 
Jesus; Peter denies before all. 

🟢 Mark 14:66-68 Peter in the courtyard by the fire; servant girl of the high priest identifies 
him; Peter denies; rooster crows. 

🔴 Luke 22:55-57 Peter among them at the fire; servant girl sees him closely; Peter says, 
“Woman, I do not know him.” 

🟣 John 18:17-18 Servant girl guarding the door questions Peter; he says, “I am not”; 
Peter warms himself by the fire with servants and officers. 

 
🕰 Likely Timeline (Night of Jesus’ Arrest) 

●​ ~1:30–2:00 AM (early hours of Nisan 14, after midnight): Jesus has been taken to 
Annas, and then to Caiaphas’ residence for the Sanhedrin trial. 

●​ Peter and John follow (John known to the high priest’s household lets Peter into the 
courtyard — Jn 18:15-16). 

●​ The first challenge to Peter’s identity happens as the questioning of Jesus begins.​
 

 
🏛 Historical & Cultural Context 
🔥 The Courtyard 

●​ The high priest’s house would have had an open central courtyard with rooms surrounding 
it. This was a common architectural layout for wealthy or official homes in Jerusalem. 

●​ The servants’ fire was likely a charcoal fire (anthrakia in Jn 18:18) — distinct smell and 
heat. Charcoal fires burn steadily but give off noticeable smoke; that smell could later recall 
this moment for Peter (cf. Jn 21:9, where Jesus restores Peter by another charcoal fire).​
 

👩 The Servant Girl 
●​ In all four Gospels, a female servant is the first to confront Peter. This is notable — 

legally, a servant girl’s testimony had little weight in court, but socially, her accusation still 
carried pressure. 

●​ Her social role: She might have been tasked with guarding the door (Jn 18:17) or simply 
serving around the fire (Mt, Mk, Lk). 
 

🐓 Rooster Crow 
●​ Mark is the only Gospel to note the rooster crowed after the first denial (Mk 14:68) — aligning 

with Jesus’ prophecy in Mark’s account (“before the rooster crows twice…” Mk 14:30). 
●​ In the 1st-century Temple precincts, roosters were technically not allowed inside 

Jerusalem’s walled city — but they were common in nearby areas. “Rooster crow” could 
also refer to the Roman military watch change around 3 AM.​
 

 



Peter’s First Denial 
 

📖 Narrative Flow 
1.​ John’s Detail (entry to courtyard):​

 John gives the backstory — another disciple (traditionally thought to be John himself) 
brings Peter into the courtyard. At the door, the servant girl asks: “You also are not one 
of this man’s disciples, are you?” Peter replies flatly: “I am not.” (Jn 18:17) 

2.​ Fire Gathering (all Synoptics + John 18:18):​
 Peter warms himself with servants and officers — blending into the group. 

3.​ Servant Girl’s Accusation (Matthew, Mark, Luke):​
 She identifies Peter publicly (“You also were with Jesus the Galilean/Nazarene”). 

○​ Matthew emphasizes Peter’s denial before them all (public pressure). 
○​ Mark shows Peter deflecting verbally and physically (“I neither know nor 

understand what you mean,” then moves toward the gateway). 
○​ Luke makes it personal and relational: “Woman, I do not know him.” 

4.​ First Denial:​
 In all accounts, Peter verbally denies association with Jesus — the first crack in his 
earlier bold promise to never fall away (Mt 26:33, Mk 14:29).​
 

 
📜 Greek Word Notes 

●​ ἀρνέομαι (arneomai) — “to deny, refuse, disown.” Strongly conveys a public disowning 
of someone. 

●​ Οὐκ εἰμί (ouk eimi) — “I am not” (Jn 18:17). A direct contrast to Jesus’ own “I am” (ego 
eimi) declaration earlier that night (Jn 18:5-6). 

●​ Γαλιλαῖος (Galilaios) — “Galilean.” Often used derogatorily in Jerusalem to suggest 
provincial, uneducated background.​
 

 
✡ Messianic & Theological Implications 

●​ Contrast with Jesus:​
 Jesus openly confesses His identity to the high priest’s servants (“I am”), while Peter 
denies Him in front of one. 

●​ Foreshadow of Grace:​
 Jesus had already predicted Peter’s denial and his restoration (Lk 22:31-32). The fire 
here parallels the charcoal fire of restoration in Jn 21:9. 

●​ Witness Pressure:​
 Even the lowest-ranking household member’s question is enough to break Peter’s 
resolve. This underlines human frailty without the Spirit’s empowerment — later reversed 
at Pentecost.​
 

 
💡 Reflection & Application 

1.​ Fear in Small Tests: Great falls often start with small compromises — Peter’s first denial 
came under seemingly low pressure. 

2.​ Public Faith: The servant girl’s accusation was public enough to intimidate — following 
Jesus often means risking public identity. 

3.​ Hope for Restoration: This failure sets the stage for Jesus’ merciful restoration, 
showing that denial isn’t the end if repentance follows.​
 


	📜 Gospel Passage Overview 
	🕰 Likely Timeline (Night of Jesus’ Arrest) 
	🏛 Historical & Cultural Context 
	🔥 The Courtyard 
	👩 The Servant Girl 
	🐓 Rooster Crow 

	📖 Narrative Flow 
	📜 Greek Word Notes 
	✡ Messianic & Theological Implications 
	💡 Reflection & Application 

