Preparation for the Passover Meal

A Full Breakdown for Matthew 26:17-19, Mark 14:12-16, Luke 22:7-17 on the Preparation
for the Passover Meal.

__| Passage Chart — Preparation for the Passover Meal

Gospel Text Summary

¥ Matthew | On the first day of Unleavened Bread, disciples ask Jesus where to prepare the

26:17-19 Passover. Jesus tells them to go to a certain man in the city and say, “The Teacher
says, My time is near; | will keep the Passover with My disciples at your house.” They
do as instructed and prepare the meal.

¥ Mark On the first day of Unleavened Bread (when the Passover lamb was sacrificed),

14:12-16 disciples ask where to prepare. Jesus sends two disciples into the city, telling them
they will meet a man carrying a jar of water. They should follow him to a house,
speak to the owner, and be shown a large furnished upper room, ready for the meal.
They prepare there.

¥ Luke The Day of Unleavened Bread arrives when the Passover lamb must be sacrificed.

22:7-17 Jesus sends Peter and John to prepare. They will meet a man carrying water and
follow him. They speak to the house owner, who shows them a large furnished upper
room. They prepare the meal. When the hour comes, Jesus reclines at the table with
the apostles and expresses His deep desire to eat this Passover with them before
His suffering.

£ Historical Context

1. Timing — "First Day of Unleavened Bread"

o

o

Jewish reckoning included Nisan 14 as the day the lambs were slaughtered (late
afternoon) and Nisan 15 as the official start of the Feast of Unleavened Bread.
The terms Passover and Feast of Unleavened Bread were often used
interchangeably (cf. Luke 22:1).

2. Jerusalem Crowds

o

During Passover, Jerusalem'’s population swelled from ~50,000 to hundreds of
thousands. Finding a private, suitable place was a logistical challenge.

3. Water Jar Sign

o

Carrying water was usually women'’s work; a man doing it was unusual — a good
identifying sign in the crowded city.

4. The Upper Room

o

Large, furnished room on the flat roof or upper level of a home, often used for
special gatherings. Likely owned by a wealthy follower of Jesus.

V2 Cultural Background

e Preparing the Passover Meal meant:

O
@)
©)
O

Procuring and having a lamb sacrificed at the Temple.

Roasting the lamb.

Preparing unleavened bread, bitter herbs, wine, and ceremonial elements.
Setting the table according to Passover Seder tradition.

e Secrecy:

o

Jesus likely kept the location hidden to prevent Judas from betraying Him before
the meal and teaching were completed (cf. John 13:27-30).

e Hospitality in Jewish Culture:

o

Offering one’s home for the Passover meal was a significant honor, indicating
loyalty to Jesus and His mission.
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t Theological Themes
1. Sovereignty of Jesus
o Jesus predicts specific details (meeting the man with the water jar, the upper
room) — showing control over events leading to His arrest.
2. The "Hour" Has Come
o In Matthew, Jesus says, “My time is near” — linking to the divine timetable of His
death as the true Passover Lamb (1 Cor. 5:7).
3. Desire for Fellowship
o Luke emphasizes Jesus’ longing to share this Passover before His suffering — a
final intimate moment before the cross.
4. Preparation for the New Covenant
o The Passover meal will be transformed into the Lord’s Supper, shifting from the
Exodus deliverance to Christ’s ultimate redemption.

<, Greek Word Insights

e TmpooeABOvTEG (proselthontes) — "came/approached" (Mt 26:17): conveys intentional
approach for instruction.

o avBpwtrog Kepdpiov UdaTtog BaoTdlwyv (anthropos keramion hydatos bastazon) —
"a man carrying a jar of water" (Mk 14:13, Lk 22:10): unusual enough to be a divine sign.

e 1 Wpa pou £yyug €oTiv (hé hora mou engys estin) — "My hour is near" (Mt 26:18):
echoes John’s theme of Jesus’ appointed time for glory through the cross.

Messianic Implications

e Jesus as the True Passover Lamb
o The preparation of the lamb points forward to His own sacrifice on that very day.
e Divinely Orchestrated Timing
o The events unfold exactly on Passover, fulfilling God’s redemptive plan (Ex. 12 — Luke 22).

@ Reflection & Application

Following Jesus’ instructions, even when they seem unusual, often leads to divine
appointments.
2. God’s plan is precise — even the man with the water jar was part of His sovereign design.
3. Jesus longs for communion with His people — He prepared the meal, and the cross,
so we could sit at His table.
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The man carrying the water jar in Mark 14:13 and Luke 22:10 may have been connected to the Essenes.

[

' Essenes & Water Jars

e The Essenes were a strict Jewish sect known for communal living, ritual purity, and
separation from the Temple priesthood.

e They lived in places like Qumran and in certain Jerusalem quarters.

e They had communal meals and ritual washings (mikva’ot), so fetching water was

part of their daily discipline.

e Unlike most Jewish men, Essenes didn’t use slaves or women for household tasks
— they did such work themselves.
e This means an Essene man carrying a water jar through Jerusalem wouldn’t have been
unusual to him, but would have stood out to everyone else.

Why This Matters for the Upper Room

Some researchers connect this to the location of the Last Supper:
1. If the Upper Room was in an Essene quarter of Jerusalem, it could explain why:
o The host was willing to offer a large, furnished room.
o The meal could be held without interference from Temple authorities.
o The disciples met a man doing something culturally unusual (for most men) but

normal in his sect.

2. This fits the secrecy theme — Essenes opposed the current priesthood and might have

been sympathetic to Jesus.

/~ Takeaway

Essenes did carry their own water jars, and this makes the water-carrying man a plausible
Essene contact. It's not certain, but it's one of the best cultural explanations for why Jesus used

this as a secret signal.

Essene Practices vs. Last Supper Details

Essene Practice

Last Supper Detail

Possible Connection

Men performed household tasks
themselves, including fetching water,
because they avoided using women or
slaves in their community life.

A man carrying a jar of water is the
signal to find the Upper Room (Mk
14:13; Lk 22:10).

Unusual sight in Jerusalem; normal
for Essenes. Could indicate the man
belonged to an Essene household.

Lived in their own quarter of Jerusalem,
often away from Temple authorities.

The Upper Room is large, furnished,
and ready for the meal, with no
mention of Temple priests’ interference.

A secluded, Essene-owned home
would provide privacy and safety
from early arrest.

Practiced communal meals in an upper
dining hall with strict purity rules.

The disciples and Jesus ate reclining
at a table in a large upstairs room (Mk
14:15; Lk 22:12).

Architectural match to Essene-style
dining arrangements.

Observed a solar calendar, meaning
their Passover could fall on a different day
than the Temple’s.

Jesus may have eaten Passover earlier
than the Temple’s timing (depending on
harmonization of Gospel accounts).

Could explain timeline tensions
between Synoptics and John.

Strong opposition to corrupt
priesthood in Jerusalem Temple.

Jesus uses the meal to denounce
betrayal and point to a new covenant.

Essene sympathies could explain
willingness to host Jesus at a
politically sensitive time.

Ritual purity laws required frequent
washing and large water supplies.

Water jar reference implies the house
was well-supplied with water.

Fits Essene purity emphasis and
domestic setup.
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The comparison between the kataluma in Luke 2 (birth of Jesus) and the kataluma in Luke 22 (Last Supper) is a
fascinating Greek word study, because both use the same Greek noun but refer to very different settings.

. Greek Word: kataluma (KatdAupa)

Meaning Range
e From the verb katalyé (kataAUw) = to loosen, to rest, to lodge.
e Kataluma can mean:
1. A guest room (private home)
2. Aninn or lodging place (more general)
3. A place to stay temporarily

* Luke 2:7 — Nativity
"...because there was no place for them in the kataluma."

e Traditional Translation: “Inn” (hence nativity scenes with an innkeeper).

e Contextual Likelihood: In first-century Judea, kataluma more often meant a guest room in a private home,
not a commercial inn (Luke uses a different word for inn in Luke 10:34 — pandocheion).

e Meaning Here: Likely a guest room was already full — probably due to Bethlehem’s influx of
relatives for the census — so Mary and Joseph were given space in the lower part of the house
where animals were kept.

* Luke 22:11 — Last Supper

"...Where is the guest room (kataluma) where | may eat the Passover with my disciples?"
e Clearly refers to a large, furnished upper room in a private Jerusalem home — big enough for
at least thirteen people to recline for a Passover meal.
e This kataluma was intentionally prepared, quiet, and suitable for an important gathering.

©, _Side-by-Side Comparison

Reference Setting Physical Location Function Social Context
Luke 2:7 Bethlehem Likely the guest Sleeping Overcrowded due to
room of a relative’s | quarters for census; family lodging
home visitors
Luke 22:11 Jerusalem Large furnished Dining & Private, secure
upper room fellowship gathering for Passover
Common Both are kataluma = a — — Hospitality-related
Feature place of lodging or space in a home
hosting guests

2" Insights
e In both cases, kataluma is not a commercial inn — it's a guest space within a private dwelling.
e The Luke 2 kataluma was occupied, forcing Mary and Joseph to use another part of the house.
e The Luke 22 kataluma was available, large, and prepared, likely in the Essene quarter for
privacy and safety.
e This makes an interesting theological contrast:
o Birth: No prepared place for Him.
o Last Supper: A prepared place, set apart for His final meal before the cross.
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