
The Parable of the Mustard Seed… The Parable of the Leaven 
 
Here's a Full Breakdown of the two parables:​
 🟦 The Mustard Seed (MT 13:31–32; MK 4:30–32; LK 13:18–19)​
 🟦 The Leaven (MT 13:33; LK 13:20–21) 
 
 
📖 SIDE-BY-SIDE PARABLE TEXT COMPARISON 

Gospel Mustard Seed 🌱 Leaven 🍞 

🟦 Matthew 
13:31–32 

“The kingdom of heaven is like a grain of mustard 
seed... the smallest of all seeds, but when grown 
it is the greatest among shrubs and becomes a 
tree, so that the birds of the air come and make 
nests in its branches.” 

Matthew 13:33 — “The kingdom of 
heaven is like leaven that a 
woman took and hid in three 
measures of flour, till it was all 
leavened.” 

🟩 Mark 
4:30–32 

“What can we compare the kingdom of God to...? 
It is like a mustard seed... smaller than all seeds 
on earth. Yet when sown... becomes greater than 
all garden plants and puts out large branches...” 

Not included 

🔴 Luke 
13:18–19 

“What is the kingdom of God like? It is like a grain 
of mustard seed... it grew and became a tree, and 
the birds of the air nested in its branches.” 

Luke 13:20–21 — “It is like leaven 
that a woman took and hid in three 
measures of flour, until it was all 
leavened.” 

 
 
🌱 PARABLE OF THE MUSTARD SEED 
🔹 Historical & Cultural Context 

●​ Mustard plant: Known in the region, but mustard was more of a bush, not technically a 
"tree." Jesus uses hyperbole to emphasize unexpected, dramatic growth. 

●​ Birds nesting in branches: Echoes Old Testament imagery (e.g., Ezekiel 17:23, Daniel 
4:12) symbolizing nations or outsiders finding refuge.​
 

🔍 Key Greek Terms 
●​ μικρότερον (mikroteron) – “smallest”: emphasizes the insignificance of beginnings. 
●​ δένδρον (dendron) – “tree”: used symbolically, not botanically. 
●​ κατασκηνόω (kataskēnoō) – “to nest, dwell”: conveys permanence and shelter.​

 
🔑 Theological Implications 

●​ Kingdom begins small: Jesus’ ministry looked insignificant by worldly standards. 
●​ Massive influence: Grows into a large, welcoming reality—global, inclusive. 
●​ Nations will come: Prophetic fulfillment of Gentiles coming into God's kingdom.​

 
📚 Old Testament Allusions 

●​ Ezekiel 17:22–24: God plants a twig that becomes a great cedar. 
●​ Daniel 4:12: Nebuchadnezzar’s kingdom as a tree where birds dwell.​

 
 
 
 
 
 
 



The Parable of the Mustard Seed… The Parable of the Leaven 
 

🍞 PARABLE OF THE LEAVEN 
🔹 Historical & Cultural Context 

●​ Leaven (yeast): Usually a symbol of corruption or sin in Jewish thought (e.g., during 
Passover). But here, it’s used positively. 

●​ Three measures of flour = ~60 pounds—enough to feed 100 people. Implies abundant 
transformation. 

●​ Hid (ἐγκρύπτω): Indicates an invisible, subtle work.​
 

🔍 Key Greek Terms 
●​ ζύμη (zymē) – “leaven”: agent of transformation. 
●​ ἐγκρύπτω (enkryptō) – “hid”: secret or quiet action. 
●​ ἐζυμώθη (ezymōthē) – “was leavened”: passive verb—God’s work, not human effort.​

 
🔑 Theological Implications 

●​ The kingdom transforms from within: The gospel works invisibly at first, but its effects 
permeate society and hearts. 

●​ Hidden yet powerful: God's kingdom operates quietly but with unstoppable influence. 
●​ Woman as agent: Highlights how seemingly "minor" agents can bring about cosmic change.​

 
📚 Old Testament & Jewish Symbolism 

●​ Exodus 12:15 — Leaven removed during Passover, associated with sin. 
●​ Here, Jesus reclaims the metaphor for good: the kingdom infiltrates and renews.​

 
 
📊 PARABLE COMPARISON CHART 

Feature Mustard Seed 🌱 Leaven 🍞 

Symbol Small seed → large tree Small amount of yeast → entire dough 

Initial State Tiny and unimpressive Hidden and invisible 

End Result Massive growth, visible to all Total transformation from within 

Emphasis Expansion and reach Infiltration and transformation 

Agent Sower (implied: Jesus or disciples) Woman (implied: God’s unseen work) 

External or Internal? External growth Internal transformation 

Kingdom Image Shelter for many (birds = nations) Change that permeates all of life 

 
🧠 REFLECTIONS & APPLICATION 

●​ God delights in small beginnings: Never despise the small (Zech. 4:10). 
●​ The kingdom doesn't arrive with fanfare, but once present, it cannot be stopped. 
●​ Both parables challenge expectations: the quiet, slow, organic movement of God in 

contrast to militaristic or political expectations. 
●​ Inclusion: Both parables suggest a welcoming, permeating kingdom—open to 

outsiders, women, Gentiles. 
●​ We are called to trust the process, even when God's work seems hidden or slow.​

 
 


	📖 SIDE-BY-SIDE PARABLE TEXT COMPARISON 
	🌱 PARABLE OF THE MUSTARD SEED 
	🔹 Historical & Cultural Context 
	🔍 Key Greek Terms 
	🔑 Theological Implications 
	📚 Old Testament Allusions 

	🍞 PARABLE OF THE LEAVEN 
	🔹 Historical & Cultural Context 
	🔍 Key Greek Terms 
	🔑 Theological Implications 
	📚 Old Testament & Jewish Symbolism 

	📊 PARABLE COMPARISON CHART 
	🧠 REFLECTIONS & APPLICATION 

