
The Parable of the Sower 
 
Here's a Full Breakdown of the Parable of the Sower across: 

●​ 📘 Matthew 13:1–23 
●​ 💚 Mark 4:1–20 
●​ ❤️ Luke 8:4–15 

This parable is foundational, appearing in all three Synoptic Gospels and often seen as a key to 
understanding Jesus' use of parables (cf. Mark 4:13). 
 
🌾 THE PARABLE OF THE SOWER 
📘 Matthew 13:1–23 | 💚 Mark 4:1–20 | ❤️ Luke 8:4–15 

Element 📘 Matthew 13 💚 Mark 4 ❤️ Luke 8 

Setting Jesus sits in a boat by the sea; 
crowd on shore 

Same as Matthew Large crowd from multiple 
towns 

Audience Large crowd Very large crowd People from various towns 

Parable Told vv.3–9 vv.3–9 vv.5–8 

Purpose of 
Parables 

vv.10–17 
(includes Isaiah quote) 

vv.10–12  
(includes Isaiah quote) 

vv.9–10  
(shorter explanation) 

Parable 
Explained 

vv.18–23 vv.13–20 vv.11–15 

Key Phrase "He who has ears, let him 
hear" (v.9) 

Same (v.9) Same (v.8) 

Disciples' 
Question 

"Why do you speak in 
parables?" 

Implied in vv.10–12 "What does this parable 
mean?" 

 
✨ PARABLE STRUCTURE & SYMBOLS 

Symbol Meaning (from Jesus’ explanation) 

Sower The one who proclaims the word (Jesus/disciples) 

Seed The Word of God / message of the Kingdom 

Soil Types Four kinds of human hearts/responses 

 
🌱 THE FOUR TYPES OF SOIL 

Soil Type Description in Parable Interpretation (Jesus’ Explanation) 

1. Path Seed falls along the path and birds eat 
it immediately 

Satan/the devil snatches the word before it can take 
root (hardened hearts) 

2. Rocky 
Ground 

Seed sprouts quickly but withers under 
the sun due to shallow roots 

Receives with joy but falls away in 
tribulation/persecution due to lack of depth 

3. Among 
Thorns 

Seed grows but is choked by thorns The word is choked by worries, riches, and pleasures 
of life, yielding no mature fruit 

4. Good Soil Seed yields a crop: 100, 60, or 30 
times what was sown 

Hears, understands (or accepts), holds fast, and 
bears fruit with perseverance 

 



The Parable of the Sower 
 

📚 HISTORICAL & CULTURAL CONTEXT 
Category Details 

Agricultural Imagery Common in Galilee; sowing was done by hand and broadcasted widely over all types 
of soil before plowing 

Mixed Soil Reality Farmers expected mixed results; different soil conditions were normal in Palestinian 
fields 

Birds as Danger In Jewish imagery, birds sometimes symbolized evil or enemies  
(cf. Daniel 4:12, Revelation 18:2) 

Discipleship Context Jesus prepares disciples for rejection and uneven responses as they begin spreading 
the message of the Kingdom 

 
 
🔍 GREEK WORD STUDY 

Word (Greek) Translation & Meaning Notes 

σπείρω  
(speirō) 

"to sow" Foundational verb for the sower— 
used metaphorically for teaching or proclaiming 

παραβολή 
(parabolē) 

"parable"  
(lit. ‘to throw alongside’) 

Teaching device using stories placed beside truth 

Καρπός 
(karpos) 

"fruit" or "harvest" Often refers to spiritual or moral result 
 (cf. Gal. 5:22–23) 

ἀκούω  
(akouō) 

"to hear" Repeated in all three versions— 
emphasizing proper response to the message 

 
 
✝️ THEOLOGICAL IMPLICATIONS 

Theme Explanation 

Kingdom Reception Not everyone will respond to the Gospel the same way; reception 
varies based on heart condition 

Divine Sovereignty & Human 
Responsibility 

God sows generously, but response requires a willing and receptive 
heart 

Fruitfulness Genuine discipleship is marked by perseverance and fruit-bearing 

Judgment & Revelation Parables both reveal and conceal—only those seeking truth 
understand (cf. Isaiah 6:9–10 quotation) 

Disciples as Sowers The explanation equips future proclaimers (disciples) to expect both 
success and failure in their witness 

 
 
 
 
 
 



The Parable of the Sower 
 

🔁 COMPARISON CHART: GOSPEL DISTINCTIVES 
Gospel Emphasis Unique Features 

📘 Matthew Understanding and 
fruitfulness 

Includes “understanding” as a trait of good soil (13:23) 

💚 Mark Acceptance and 
endurance 

Focuses on "accepting" the word and includes specific numbers 
(30, 60, 100 fold) 

❤️ Luke Perseverance and honest 
heart 

Emphasizes “holding fast with an honest and good heart” and 
bearing fruit “with patience” 

 
 
🧠 REFLECTION & APPLICATION 

●​ What kind of soil am I? — A personal challenge to examine one’s receptivity to God’s Word. 
●​ As a sower, am I faithful to scatter the Word widely, even if some won't respond? 
●​ Fruit-bearing is the true sign of discipleship—not just initial excitement. 
●​ The parable subtly warns about both superficial faith and worldly distractions. 
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