
Jesus Stills the Storm 
Here’s a Full Breakdown of the miracle where Jesus stills the storm on the Sea of Galilee, 
recorded in: 

●​ 🟦 Matthew 8:23–27 
●​ 🟩 Mark 4:35–41 
●​ 🟥 Luke 8:22–25​

 
 
📖 PARALLEL GOSPEL CHART: Jesus Stills the Storm 

Detail 🟦 Matthew 8:23–27 🟩 Mark 4:35–41 🟥 Luke 8:22–25 

Initiation Jesus gets into the boat; 
disciples follow 

Jesus suggests crossing 
over 

Jesus suggests crossing 
over 

Time Not specified Evening One day 

Setting Sea of Galilee Sea of Galilee Sea of Galilee 

Storm 
Description 

Great storm; waves 
swamp the boat 

Great windstorm; waves 
beating the boat 

Fierce windstorm; boat 
filling with water 

Jesus’ Position Sleeping Asleep on cushion in stern Sleeping 

Disciples’ Plea “Lord, save us! We are 
perishing!” 

“Teacher, don’t you care if 
we’re perishing?” 

“Master, Master, we are 
perishing!” 

Jesus’ 
Response 

Rebukes them for little 
faith 

Rebukes wind and sea, 
then disciples 

Rebukes wind/waves, 
then disciples 

Command to 
Nature 

“He rebuked the winds 
and sea” 

“Peace! Be still!” “He rebuked the wind and 
raging waves” 

Result Great calm Dead calm Calm 

Disciples’ 
Reaction 

Amazed: “What sort of 
man is this?” 

Great fear: “Who then is 
this…?” 

Amazed: “Who then is 
this…?” 

 
 
🌊 HISTORICAL & GEOGRAPHICAL CONTEXT 
The Sea of Galilee 

●​ Actually a freshwater lake. 
●​ Subject to sudden, violent storms due to its low elevation (~700 ft below sea level) and 

surrounding hills. 
●​ Fishermen, like many disciples, were familiar with the danger.​

 
Boats in the First Century 

●​ Typically ~26 feet long, 7 feet wide. 
●​ Not large; easily swamped in storms. 
●​ A 1st-century fishing boat was excavated in 1986 (“Jesus Boat”) near Magdala—gives 

insight into size and vulnerability.​
 

 
 
 



Jesus Stills the Storm 

🔍 KEY GREEK WORD STUDY 
Word / Phrase Greek Term Meaning / Nuance 

"Great storm" (MT) σεισμὸς μέγας (seismos 
megas) 

Literally “great shaking” — same root as 
“earthquake” 

"Rebuked" ἐπετίμησεν (epetimēsen) A strong authoritative command, used also 
when casting out demons 

"Peace, be still!" 
(MK) 

σιώπα, πεφίμωσο 
(siōpa, pephimōso) 

“Be silent! Be muzzled!”—as to a wild animal 

"Afraid" vs "Fear" δειλοί vs φόβος μέγας Deiloi = cowardly (used in Matthew) 
phobos megas = great reverential fear 

 
 
📚 THEOLOGICAL THEMES 
1. Authority Over Nature 

●​ Jesus speaks, and the elements obey—a direct demonstration of divine authority 
 (cf. Ps 89:9; 107:28–30). 

●​ This echoes Genesis 1, where God brings order out of watery chaos by His word.​
 

2. Jesus’ Humanity and Deity 
●​ Asleep from exhaustion shows His humanity. 
●​ Commanding the storm shows divine power.​

 
3. Faith vs. Fear 

●​ Jesus contrasts faith with fearful panic. 
●​ Disciples saw many miracles already, but this one shocked them—nature itself obeys Him.​

 
4. Messianic Revelation 

●​ The disciples ask: “Who is this…?”—a progressive unveiling of Jesus' identity. 
●​ In Jewish expectation, only God controlled the seas (Job 38:8–11; Psalm 65:7).​

 
 
🧠 REFLECTION & IMPLICATIONS 
For Disciples Then 

●​ Though experienced sailors, the storm terrified them. 
●​ Their panic reveals how much they still needed to grow in faith, even while walking 

closely with Jesus.​
 

For Believers Now 
●​ Life’s storms—physical, emotional, spiritual—are real. 
●​ Jesus’ presence doesn’t prevent storms but gives peace within them. 
●​ He sometimes rebukes the storm, but often He first rebukes our unbelief.​

 
 
 
 
 
 



Jesus Stills the Storm 

🌀 SYMBOLIC / MESSIANIC CONNECTIONS 
Symbol / Parallel Significance 

Stormy sea Chaos, danger, evil forces—Jesus brings divine order 

Sleeping Jesus Trust in God amidst chaos; parallels Jonah asleep in the storm (Jonah 1) 

“Peace, be still” Echo of Psalm 46:10 — "Be still and know that I am God" 

The boat Often seen as a symbol of the Church, battered but secure with Christ 

 
🆚 COMPARISON TO JONAH 

Element Jonah Jesus 

Prophet asleep in storm Jonah 1:5 Mark 4:38 

Disciples wake him Sailors wake Jonah Disciples wake Jesus 

Sea calmed After Jonah is cast overboard By Jesus' word 

God’s authority revealed Through storm + rescue Through Jesus' word of command 

Jesus is the greater Jonah—bringing salvation not by being thrown into wrath, but by 
absorbing it on the cross. 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Jesus Stills the Storm 
Boats in Jesus’ day, especially the fishing boats on the Sea of Galilee, had helmsmen (steersmen). 
Here’s how we know: 
 
⚓ Archaeological Evidence 

●​ In 1986, the famous “Jesus Boat” (a 1st-century Galilean fishing boat) was discovered at 
Ginosar. 

●​ It measured about 27 feet long and had: 
○​ A stern (rear) section with a small raised platform. 
○​ Space for oarsmen along the sides. 
○​ A place for a steering apparatus—usually a large oar (rudder-oar) mounted at the 

stern. 
●​ That steering oar would be handled by a helmsman (κυβερνήτης in Greek, 

“pilot/steersman”).​
 

📖 Literary Evidence 
●​ Acts 27:11 mentions a pilot/helmsman on Paul’s voyage: “the centurion… paid more attention 

to the pilot and the owner of the ship.” 
●​ While that’s a large Mediterranean ship, the same role existed (scaled down) on Galilean boats. 
●​ Josephus (1st-century Jewish historian) also describes boats on the Sea of Galilee with 

helmsmen during the Jewish War (War 3.10.1).​
 

👥 Practical Necessity 
●​ Galilean fishing boats were often crewed by 5 men: 

○​ 4 rowers 
○​ 1 helmsman to steer (using the stern oar or rudder) 

●​ When sailing, the helmsman managed the rudder-oar while others handled nets or sails. 
●​ In storms, the helmsman was critical: keeping the bow facing the waves.​

 
🌊 In the Gospel Story 

●​ Mark 4:38 says Jesus slept in the stern (the helmsman’s spot), “on the cushion.” 
●​ That wasn’t just any pillow—it was likely the seat pad for the helmsman. 
●​ This makes the scene more striking: the disciples’ true Helmsman was asleep while the storm 

raged, until He rose and calmed it by His word.​
 

 
✅ Summary:​
 Boats of Jesus’ day had helmsmen. Archaeology, Josephus, and the New Testament all confirm it. The 
helmsman’s position was at the stern, exactly where Jesus slept—symbolizing that He is the real 
Captain of the boat. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Jesus Stills the Storm 
Because Jesus’ rebuke after calming the storm suggests He expected something of His 
disciples. Let’s trace this carefully. 
 
📖 The Passage 

●​ Mark 4:39–40: After rebuking the wind and waves, Jesus said to His disciples: “Why are 
you so afraid? Have you still no faith?” 

●​ Matthew 8:26: “You of little faith, why are you so afraid?” 
●​ Luke 8:25: “Where is your faith?”​

 
So the focus is not only on the storm but on their faith response. 
 
🌊 What Might Jesus Have Expected? 
1. Trust in His Presence 

●​ The disciples had already seen His authority over demons, sickness, and nature (healings, 
exorcisms, etc.). 

●​ By this point, they should have trusted that if the Messiah was in the boat, they would not 
perish (cf. Psalm 121:4, “He who watches over Israel will neither slumber nor sleep”). 

●​ Expectation: Rest in His peace, as He slept, instead of panicking. 
2. Prayer / Crying Out in Faith 

●​ It was not wrong for them to wake Him—but the tone matters. 
●​ They cried: “Don’t you care that we are perishing?” (Mark 4:38)—a cry of accusation and fear, 

not faith. 
●​ Expectation: Call on Him with confidence in His care, not with despair. 

3. Exercise of Authority 
●​ In Matthew, Mark, and Luke, Jesus rebukes the storm directly—almost as if it were a personal 

force. 
●​ Later, He tells the disciples that they too will command mountains to move (Matthew 17:20; 

Mark 11:23). 
●​ Expectation: Perhaps they could have invoked His name or spoken in faith against the storm. 

4. Learn from His Example 
●​ Jesus’ sleep itself was a living parable: 

○​ Peace in the midst of chaos (Psalm 4:8). 
○​ Trust in the Father’s sovereign care. 

●​ Expectation: Imitate His calmness instead of giving way to fear.​
 

 
🕊️ Theological Significance 

●​ The storm is a picture of chaos (like Genesis 1:2; Job 26:12; Psalm 89:9). 
●​ By calming it, Jesus showed Himself as Lord of creation—something no disciple could fully do yet. 
●​ But He was also training their faith: if He is sovereign, their role is to trust, call on Him rightly, 

and eventually act with His delegated authority.​
 

 
✅ Summary 
Jesus likely expected His disciples to: 

1.​ Trust His presence meant safety. 
2.​ Cry out in faith, not accusation. 
3.​ Begin learning to exercise authority through Him. 
4.​ Rest in God’s peace, as He Himself modeled by sleeping. 
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