The Sinful Woman in the House of Simon the Pharisee

Let’s break down Luke 7:36-50 — The Sinful Woman Anoints Jesus — using the Full
Breakdown format with your preferred historical, cultural, theological, and Gospel-specific style
(B for Luke). We'll focus on cultural norms for women during this time, especially in relation
to how shocking and meaningful this encounter would have been.

Luke 7:36-50 — The Sinful Woman in the House of Simon the Pharisee

Setting: A Pharisee’s house, during a formal meal
Key Characters: Jesus, Simon the Pharisee, an unnamed woman (not Mary Magdalene), dinner guests

| Passage Summary

Element Description
Invitation Simon the Pharisee invites Jesus to a meal — a public gesture of hospitality but
possibly also inspection.
The Woman A woman “who had lived a sinful life” brings an alabaster jar of perfume, weeps at

Jesus’ feet, wipes them with her hair, kisses them, and anoints them.

Simon's Thought

He internally questions Jesus' status as a prophet — if He were one, He’d know
what kind of woman this is.

Jesus’ Response

Jesus tells a parable about two debtors. He contrasts Simon’s lack of hospitality
with the woman’s overwhelming acts of love.

Forgiveness &
Faith

Jesus declares the woman’s sins forgiven and affirms her faith: “Your faith has
saved you; go in peace.”

-~ Historical & Cultural Background (esp. for Women)

Topic Description
Status of Women in 1st-century Judea had few public roles. Honor and shame were key
Women societal values, and a woman'’s public reputation was closely tied to her family's

honor.

Public Behavior

Women were expected to be modest, quiet, and unseen in male gatherings.
Entering a banquet uninvited was highly inappropriate. Letting her hair down was
scandalous — it was considered intimate, only done privately for one’s
husband.

Sinful Woman

Likely a euphemism for a known prostitute or a woman with a sexual scandal.
Her reputation preceded her — Simon recognized her immediately.

Alabaster Jar

These were costly and often worn around the neck by women. Perfume could be
a tool of seduction but also used in religious or burial rites. She may have used
this for sinful purposes in the past — now surrendered in worship.

Assumptions

Hospitality Custom required providing water for feet, a kiss of greeting, and oil for the head.
Norms Simon skipped these — showing formality without warmth.
Religious Pharisees separated from those they saw as impure. The woman’s touch would

be considered defiling — yet Jesus allows and honors it.
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Structure & Symbolism

Detail

Symbolism

Weeping at His feet

Sign of deep remorse and brokenness

Wiping with her hair

Public vulnerability and surrender of dignity

Kissing His feet

Humble devotion and worship

Anointing with perfume

Costly offering, symbolic of love and total surrender

©, Word Study (Greek)

Word Greek Meaning
Sinful AUOPTWASG Used broadly, but with a strong connotation of public,
woman (hamartolés) immoral behavior
Anoint NAcipev (Eleifen) Literally “was anointing repeatedly” — imperfect tense

shows ongoing action

Faith mioTIg (pistis) Trust, dependence, loyalty — not just belief, but
commitment
Forgiven agéwvtal (apheodntai) | Perfect tense — “have been forgiven and remain forgiven”

Theological Implications

Theme

Explanation

Grace over status

Jesus honors the repentant sinner over the religious leader. Forgiveness
isn’t earned by reputation or ritual but by humble faith.

True hospitality

The woman gave what Simon withheld: heartful love, honor, and service.
Jesus sees the heart.

Faith leads to peace

“Your faith has saved you; go in peace” (v. 50) — she receives both
forgiveness and shalom (wholeness).

Jesus' authority to
forgive sins

A bold, divine claim — in contrast to Simon’s skeptical silence, Jesus
speaks with power.

. Gospel Uniqueness (Only in Luke)

Element Luke’s Emphasis
Concern for the Luke often highlights women, sinners, Samaritans, and the poor — showing
outcast that Jesus welcomes all.
Reversal of The sinner becomes the honored one. The Pharisee is exposed as cold and
expectations self-righteous.
Ties to the The debtor parable parallels the Prodigal Son (Luke 15) and the Good
parables Samaritan (Luke 10) — outward status is overturned by inner love.




The Sinful Woman in the House of Simon the Pharisee

Comparison: This Woman vs Simon the Pharisee

Category The Woman Simon
Reputation Sinful, outcast Respected, religious
Approach to Jesus Bold, broken, worshipful Reserved, critical, distant
Expression Tears, perfume, touch Words, thoughts, judgment
Result Forgiven, praised, saved Rebuked, unblessed, silent

Luke 7:36-50 (the story of the “sinful woman” anointing Jesus at Simon the Pharisee’s house) makes
much more sense when we understand 1st-century hospitality customs. Here’s the breakdown:

2> Hospitality and Public Meals in the Ancient World

e Banquets were semi-public: When a prominent man (like a Pharisee, ruler, or wealthy patron)
hosted a banquet, the meal itself was for invited guests, but the public could often come in
and stand around the edges. It was common for uninvited townspeople to gather, listen to the
conversation, and sometimes even approach a teacher or rabbi to ask questions.

e Open courtyards: Many houses in that time, especially for wealthier people, had a large open
courtyard. Meals were often held there with doors left open—both as a display of status and as
a cultural norm of openness.

e Teachers drew crowds: When a rabbi or notable figure was present, it wasn’t unusual for
others—especially the poor, curious, or those seeking blessing—to gather. Jesus often attracted
such people wherever He went.

@ The “Sinful Woman” in Context

e Why she could be there: This woman, identified only by her reputation as a “sinner” (likely
sexual sin, though Luke doesn’t say she was a prostitute), was able to slip into the courtyard
because it wasn’t closed to outsiders. Her boldness was not in entering the house, but in
crossing the social and moral boundaries to approach Jesus so personally.

e Social scandal: Pharisees prided themselves on separation from “unclean” people. For a
known sinner to touch a guest in the house of a Pharisee would have been shocking and
offensive. That's why Simon reacts internally (Lk 7:39).

e Her act of love: Her tears, perfume, and kisses were extravagant expressions of repentance
and devotion. In contrast to Simon’s cold formality, she fulfilled the hospitality customs Simon
failed to show (no kiss of greeting, no water for feet, no anointing oil).

Theological and Narrative Significance
e Contrast: The story sets Simon’s minimal hospitality against the woman’s lavish love. Jesus
highlights that forgiveness produces love (vv. 47-48).
e Kingdom inversion: The Pharisee, outwardly “righteous,” is exposed as spiritually hard,
while the sinner is lifted up as the true example of faith and devotion.
e Cultural setting: What seems strange to us—that a stranger barged into a dinner—is
entirely realistic in a 1st-century Jewish banquet setting.

(741t was customary for outsiders to be present in someone’s house during such meals, though
not seated at the table. The woman’s presence wasn’t the shock—her actions and intimacy with Jesus
were. That’'s what drew Simon’s scorn and Jesus’ teaching moment.
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Let's compare Luke 7:36-50 (the sinful woman in Simon the Pharisee’s house) with the
anointing in Bethany recorded in @ John 12:1-8 and @ Mark 14:3-9 (also in @ Matthew
26:6-13). These are two different events but often confused. We'll walk through a full
comparison chart and provide key distinctions, overlaps, and theological takeaways.

& Anointin

of Jesus — Comparison Chart

Feature Luke 7:36-50 @ Mark 14:3-9 @ John 12:1-8
@ Matthew 26:6-13
Time Early in Jesus' ministry 2 days before Passover 6 days before Passover
Location A Pharisee’s house Simon the Leper’s house | Bethany
in Bethany
Host Simon the Pharisee Simon the Leper Unspecified
(Lazarus present)
City Unknown, likely Galilee Bethany (near Jerusalem) | Bethany
Woman A “sinful” woman (unnamed) Unnamed woman Mary (sister of Lazarus)

Focus of Anointing

Feet of Jesus

Head of Jesus

Feet of Jesus

Posture Weeping, kissing, wiping with Silent act Wipes with hair, no
hair weeping

Reaction of Simon criticizes Jesus for Disciples (esp. Judas?) Judas criticizes waste

Onlookers accepting her criticize waste

Jesus’ Response

Parable of two debtors;
praises love and forgiveness

Praises woman: "She
prepared Me for burial"

Defends Mary; links it to
His burial

Purpose of
Anointing

Expression of repentance and
love

Preparation for burial

Preparation for burial, act
of love

Key Message

Forgiveness leads to love

Honor the costly devotion

Honor the costly devotion

Repeated in Other
Gospels?

Only in Luke

Matthew, Mark

Only in John

“. Are These the Same Event?
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No — these are distinct events:

Clue

Evidence

Different timeframes

Luke’s story is early in Jesus’ ministry; the Bethany anointings are
during Passion Week.

Different women

Luke's woman is unnamed and labeled “sinful.” John clearly identifies
Mary of Bethany.

Different hosts

Luke: Simon the Pharisee. Mark/Matthew: Simon the Leper.

Different messages

Luke: forgiveness and love. Mark/John: preparation for Jesus’ burial.

body

Different parts of Jesus' Luke and John: feet. Mark and Matthew: head.

¥

Theological Insights by Scene

) Luke 7:36-50 — Forgiveness and Love
e Jesus uses the woman'’s actions to expose Simon’s lack of hospitality and love.
e The story illustrates that great love flows from great forgiveness.
e |t shows Jesus’ authority to forgive sins and His openness to the marginalized.

O @ Bethany (Mark 14, John 12) — Devotion and Preparation for Death
e The act is prophetic — anticipating Jesus’ burial.
e Jesus calls it beautiful and promises it will be remembered wherever the Gospel is preached.
e Mary’s anointing contrasts with Judas’s greed and hypocrisy.

Similarities Across All Accounts

Theme

Description

Costly devotion

All women use expensive perfume to honor Jesus. Their actions are
sacrificial.

Criticism from
others

In all accounts, someone disapproves. Jesus defends the woman each
time.

Public display of
love

These women risk shame and misunderstanding to express their devotion.

Elevation of women

Jesus affirms the value and faith of these women, even in male-dominated
settings.
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