Jesus Curses a Fig Tree

Here is a Full Breakdown of the moment when Jesus curses the fig tree, as recorded in:
@ Matthew 21:18-19 [ Mark 11:12-14

This event is not just about a tree—it's a symbolic prophetic act with deep theological

meaning, especially in light of Israel’s spiritual condition.

V2 Parallel Gospel Overview: Jesus Curses the Fig Tree

Detail @ Matthew 21:18-19 & Mark 11:12-14

Day of the event Implied Monday Clearly Monday

Jesus is hungry v.18 v.12

Sees a fig tree v.19 v.13

Finds no fruit v.19 v.13

Tree only has leaves — v.13

Jesus curses the tree v.19 v.14

Disciples hear — v.14

Tree withers v.19 (immediate) Mark 11:20-21 (next morning)

. Context & Structure
This event happens during Holy Week, between Jesus’ Triumphal Entry (Sunday) and His
crucifixion (Friday). It bookends the cleansing of the temple in Mark:

Markan Structure (A—-B-A)

A — Curses fig tree (Mark 11:12—-14)

B - Cleanses the temple (Mark 11:15-19)

A' — Tree is withered (Mark 11:20-21)

This structure ties the fig tree (symbol of Israel) and the temple (center of Israel’s worship)
together thematically.

V£ Cultural & Biblical Significance of Fig Trees

% Fig Trees in the OT
e Often a symbol of Israel’s spiritual state.
e Fruitfulness = faithfulness; barren trees = judgment.

[ Jeremiah 8:13 — “When | would gather them... there are no grapes on the vine, nor figs on
the fig tree.”
[ Micah 7:1 — “Not a cluster to eat, no first-ripe fig that my soul desires.”
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~ Greek Word Insight

Greek Term Translation Meaning

émeivaoev (epeinasen) "He was hungry" Physical hunger as a human
oikov (sykon) "Fig" A common fruit tree in Israel
MNKETI (meketi) "No longer ever" Strong negation—permanent curse
£Enpaven (exéranthe) "Withered" To dry up, become lifeless

) Key Details

Detail Meaning

It had leaves but no fruit

Fig trees usually produce fruit before or with leaves—so this tree
gave the appearance of fruitfulness but was empty.

Jesus curses it

A prophetic acted parable: just like Israel (especially its leaders), the
tree is fruitless despite outward signs.

In Matthew,
it withers immediately

Matthew emphasizes the dramatic effect, possibly to highlight the
power of Jesus’ word.

In Mark,
it withers the next day

Mark presents it as a living parable, unfolding over two days for effect.

Theological Themes

Theme

Explanation

Judgment on Hypocrisy

The tree, like the temple leaders, has the appearance of life, but no
spiritual fruit.

Authority of Jesus

He has power not just over sickness and demons, but over creation
and judgment.

Faith and Fruit

Later (in Mark 11:22-25), Jesus uses the fig tree to teach about faith
that moves mountains—true faith is living and fruitful.

Preparation for Temple
Judgment

The fig tree symbolically frames the temple cleansing—both acts
expose Israel’s religious barrenness.
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== Matthew vs. Mark Comparison

Aspect @ Matthew ] Mark

Sequence | Cursing and withering in one scene Cursing one day, withering seen next day

Style Thematic and dramatic Chronological and layered
Focus Highlights power of Jesus’ word Emphasizes symbolism + judgment through
structure

% Messianic Implications
e Jesus, as the Messianic King, exercises divine judgment.
e His hunger reminds us of His humanity, and His curse reflects divine authority.
e This moment is not petty or emotional—it is a prophetic sign that Israel’s time of judgment
has come (like Jeremiah's branch of the almond tree, or Ezekiel's acted signs).

Summary

Jesus’ cursing of the fig tree is a living parable. It is:
e Prophetic — symbolizing the fruitless religious system of the time
e Purposeful — bracketing the temple cleansing to amplify the message
e Powerful — displaying His authority over both creation and judgment
e Personal — calling all who follow Him to bear real, spiritual fruit

The detail in Mark 11:13, “for it was not the season for figs,” is very important and often
misunderstood. Let’s break it down clearly:

] Mark 11:13 — What Does It Say?

“And seeing in the distance a fig tree in leaf, He went to see if He could find anything on it.
When He came to it, He found nothing but leaves, for it was not the season for figs.”
This seems confusing at first — why would Jesus expect figs if it wasn’t fig season? But the
cultural and botanical context helps clarify the meaning.

V2 Fig Trees in Israel: Botanical & Seasonal Insight

Fig trees in Israel typically go through the following growth cycle:

Stage Time of Year Notes

First fruit March-April Small figs called “pagim” grow before or as leaves appear.

(early figs) (spring) They are edible and a sign of fruitfulness.

Main fig June-August This is the normal harvest season for fully developed figs.

season (summer)

Leaves appear | Late March—April A tree with leaves in early spring should also have early
fruit.
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> So What Does “Not the Season for Figs” Mean?

e Jesus approaches a leafy fig tree in spring, when early figs (pagim) should be present

if the tree is healthy.
o “Not the season for [main] figs” means it was not summer — no one expected full-ripe figs.
e But a tree with leaves in early spring should have had some early fruit. This tree

looked fruitful, but wasn’t.

So the problem isn’t that Jesus expected ripe summer figs at the wrong time — the problem is
that this tree advertised fruitfulness (by having leaves) but was deceptively empty.
& This is exactly the spiritual critique of Israel’s leaders:
e Outward appearance of holiness (leaves)
e No real righteousness or fruit (no figs)

) Literary Purpose of the Phrase
Mark adds “for it was not the season for figs” to:
e Clarify Jesus wasn’t expecting full summer fruit
e Emphasize the symbolic nature of the act — this is a parable in action, not about
physical hunger
e Highlight the judgment on fruitless religion, not on the tree itself

Jesus knew the tree had no fruit. Like the temple system, the fig tree looked healthy, but was
spiritually barren.

Theological Takeaway

Symbol Meaning

Leaves Outward religion, rituals, public piety
Fruit True faith, justice, mercy, spiritual life
Jesus’ hunger His desire for righteousness in His people
The curse Pronouncement of judgment on hypocrisy

This act is not petty or unfair — it's deeply prophetic, tied to the cleansing of the temple,
which is framed by the fig tree story in Mark.

" Final Reflection

"It was not the season for figs" doesn't let the tree off the hook —

it actually heightens the point: If you’re advertising fruit, you’d better have it.
Just like the temple system: busy, beautiful, active — yet barren of justice, humility, and faith.
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