
David and Bathsheba 
This story is one of the clearest biblical pictures of how small compromises lead to great sin, 
and how God still moves with justice, mercy, and restoration. 
Below is a clear narrative walk-through of 2 Samuel 11–12 with each crossroad moment 
where David could have chosen differently but didn’t. 
 

🧭 Big Picture 
●​ Setting: Jerusalem, ca. 1000 BC 
●​ Texts: 2 Samuel 11–12 (with Psalm 51 as David’s repentance prayer) 
●​ Main Characters: David, Bathsheba, Uriah, Joab, Nathan, God 
●​ Theme: Desire → deception → sin → cover-up → confrontation → repentance → 

consequences → grace​
 

 

📖 Story Summary (Plain Narrative) 
David is king in Jerusalem. At a time when kings typically led their armies, David stays home. 
One evening he sees a beautiful woman, Bathsheba, bathing. He asks about her, learns she is 
married to Uriah the Hittite, one of his elite warriors, and still sends for her. He sleeps with her, 
and she later sends word: “I am pregnant.” 
 
To cover the pregnancy David calls Uriah home from battle to sleep with his wife. But Uriah 
refuses out of loyalty to the men still fighting. David then sends a letter to Joab instructing that 
Uriah be placed in the fiercest fighting and abandoned so that he is killed. 
 
After Uriah dies, David marries Bathsheba. God sends the prophet Nathan, who tells a parable 
about a rich man who stole a poor man’s only lamb. David is outraged—until Nathan says, “You 
are the man.” David confesses. God forgives him, but serious consequences follow in his 
family line. 
 

❌ Crossroads Where David Should Have 
Chosen Differently 
Below each crossroad is: 

●​ What happened 
●​ What David should have done 
●​ What we learn​

 
 
1) ⚔️ Crossroad: When kings went to war…but David 
stayed home 
What happened 

“In the spring, when kings go off to war…David remained in Jerusalem.” (2 Sam 11:1) 
David should have been leading his men. Instead he stayed back in comfort and idleness. 
Better choice 

●​ Fulfill calling and responsibility 
●​ Avoid idle disengagement 

Lesson 
Sin often begins not with the big act—but with stepping away from duty. 
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2) 👀 Crossroad: David saw Bathsheba bathing 
Seeing is not yet a sin—what follows is the issue. 
What happened​
 David saw her and kept looking, letting desire grow. 
Better choice 

●​ Look away 
●​ Leave the rooftop 
●​ Guard his heart and imagination 

Lesson 
First look is temptation; the second look is participation. 
 

 
3) ❓ Crossroad: David inquired about her anyway 
He asked: 

“Who is this woman?” 
He was told clearly: 

“She is Bathsheba…the wife of Uriah the Hittite.” (2 Sam 11:3) 
God placed a warning sign in front of David: 

●​ She is married 
●​ She is married to your loyal soldier 
●​ You already have multiple wives 

Better choice 
●​ Stop immediately after learning she is married 

Lesson 
God often sends a warning before we sin. David ignored it. 
 

 
4) 🚪 Crossroad: David sent for her 
He used his power to summon her. 
This was: 

●​ abuse of royal authority 
●​ predatory misuse of position 
●​ likely coercive (hard to refuse a king) 

Better choice 
●​ Refuse to treat people as objects 
●​ Refuse to use power for gratification 
●​ Consider consequences before acting 

Lesson 
Desire becomes sin when our will joins with it. 
 

 
5) 🔥 Crossroad: David slept with her 
This is the point of full-blown adultery. 
Better choice 

●​ Stop the encounter 
●​ Call it sin and repent immediately 

Lesson 
Sin escalates when secrecy feels easier than repentance. 
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6) 🕊 Crossroad: When Bathsheba said “I am pregnant” 
This was David’s best off-ramp. 
He COULD have 

●​ confessed immediately 
●​ sought forgiveness 
●​ accepted consequences 

Instead he 
●​ chose cover-up instead of confession 
●​ moved from sexual sin to deception 

Lesson 
When confronted with the result of sin, repentance is the door of mercy. Cover-up 
multiplies damage. 

 
 
7) 🛡 Crossroad: David tried to manipulate Uriah 
He brought Uriah home hoping he would sleep with his wife. 
Uriah refused out of honor and loyalty to David’s men. 
Uriah’s righteousness exposed David’s sin. 
Better choice 

●​ Confess then 
●​ Honor Uriah 
●​ Stop digging the hole deeper 

Lesson 
A righteous person’s integrity can convict the sinner. The sinner must still choose humility. 

 
 
8) 💌 Crossroad: David ordered Uriah’s death 
David wrote Uriah’s death order—then had Uriah carry it himself. 
This escalated to: 

●​ premeditated murder 
●​ abuse of military command 
●​ complicity of others 

Better choice 
●​ Anything other than murder 
●​ Finally confess and repent 

Lesson 
When we refuse repentance, we will sacrifice people to protect our image. 

 
 
9) 💍 Crossroad: David married Bathsheba to “smooth it over” 
He tried to make sin look respectable and normal. 
Better choice 

●​ Public confession 
●​ Acknowledge wrongdoing 

Lesson 
Marriage does not sanctify adultery. Public image does not erase hidden guilt. 
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🗣 God Intervenes — Nathan the Prophet 
Nathan tells the lamb story. David condemns the rich man in the story. 
Then Nathan says: 

“You are the man.” (2 Sam 12:7) 
David finally says: 

“I have sinned against the Lord.” (12:13) 
That sentence is the turning point. 
 
 

❤️ God’s Response 
●​ David is forgiven 
●​ David is not executed (mercy) 
●​ Consequences remain (justice) 
●​ God still uses David (grace) 
●​ Their next son is Solomon (redemption)​

 
Psalm 51 records David’s repentance: 

“Create in me a clean heart, O God…” 
 
 

⭐ Key Takeaways for Us Today 
●​ Sin begins in idleness and unguarded desire 
●​ God sends warnings before the fall 
●​ Power can be dangerously abused 
●​ Cover-up multiplies sin 
●​ Confession stops the spiral 
●​ God forgives truly repentant people 
●​ Forgiveness doesn’t erase consequences 
●​ God can redeem tragic failures 
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