Creation: Formed and Filled

The "formed and filled" pattern in Genesis 1 is one of the most beautiful literary structures in Scripture.

Days of Forming Days of Filling

Day 1: Light separated from darkness | Day 4: Sun, moon, and stars fill the realms of day and night

Day 2: Sky and seas separated Day 5: Birds fill the sky; fish fill the seas

Day 3: Dry land and vegetation appear | Day 6: Animals and humans fill the land

This pattern seems intentional. God first prepares domains, then He fills them with appropriate inhabitants.

What does this tell us about God?

1. God is a God of order, not chaos
Genesis opens with the earth "formless and void" (tohu wa-bohu).

The two problems are:
e Formless (no structure)
e Empty (no inhabitants)
God solves both:
e Days 1-3 address the lack of form.
e Days 4-6 address the emptiness.

Rather than creating randomly, God brings order out of chaos.
This theme runs throughout Scripture. God continually brings order from disorder:
e Noah and the Flood
e Israel from slavery
e The Promised Land from wilderness wandering
e The Church from people of every nation
e The New Creation in Revelation
2. God prepares before He places
Notice that God never fills a realm before He forms it.
He creates:
Light before the luminaries.
Seas before the fish.
Land before the animals.
A world before humanity.

God prepares an environment before placing its occupants there.

This says something about God's care.
Before Adam ever opened his eyes:

e Food existed.

e \Water existed.

e Beauty existed.

e Purpose existed.
God had already provided everything needed.

Jesus echoes this principle:
"Your heavenly Father knows that you need all these things." (Matthew 6:32)
God is a preparing God.
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3. God creates with purpose
Everything has a place.

The fish belong in the sea.

The birds belong in the sky.
Animals belong on the land.
Humans are placed in the garden.

Nothing appears accidental.
Genesis presents a Creator who assigns roles and purposes.

This becomes important when God gives humanity dominion. Humans are not random
products of nature; they are intentionally placed within God's ordered creation.

4. God delights in fullness
The repeated command is:
"Be fruitful and multiply."
God does not merely create empty spaces; He fills them with life.

The movement of Genesis 1 is toward abundance:
Empty heavens become full of lights.

Empty seas become full of fish.

Empty skies become full of birds.

Empty land becomes full of creatures and people.

God's tendency is toward life, fruitfulness, and multiplication.
This theme reaches its climax in Jesus:
"I came that they may have life, and have it abundantly." (John 10:10)

5. Humanity reflects God's work
God formed and then filled.
Interestingly, Adam is later told to do the same.

God forms the world.
Humanity is commissioned to:
e Fill the earth
e Subdue it
e Cultivate it

In a sense, mankind becomes God's vice-regent, extending God's order into the world.
The pattern of Genesis 1 becomes the pattern for human stewardship.

6. The pattern points forward to redemption
Many scholars note that Genesis begins with:

e Darkness

e Emptiness

e Disorder
The Bible ends with:

e Light everywhere

e A populated city

o Perfect order

The story moves from a garden to a city.
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God is always taking what is empty and filling it.
He does this:

e With barren Sarah.

e With enslaved Israel.

e With dry bones in Ezekiel 37.

e With frightened disciples at Pentecost.

e With sinners through the Holy Spirit.

The God of Genesis 1 is not merely a Creator. He is a God who brings order, purpose, and
fullness wherever there is emptiness.

One observation | find especially striking
The pattern suggests that God doesn't just make things exist; He makes them fit.

Light fits the day.
Birds fit the sky.

Fish fit the sea.
Humans fit the earth.

Creation is not merely powerful—it is wise.

That wisdom theme becomes explicit later:
"The LORD by wisdom founded the earth..." (Proverbs 3:19)

Genesis 1 portrays a God who is powerful enough to create instantly, yet wise enough to create
with structure, purpose, and harmony. The formed-and-filled pattern reveals a Creator who
plans, prepares, orders, provides, and then brings life to fullness.
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